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Soviet troops seal off Caucasus city 

MOSCOW (K) — Troops sealri off a dty to the Caucasus mountains after 
dashes h et w ta Cl enlana ad Owliaw In the Soviet Uifas'i newest 
ethnic ttafade spot, loeai joeraaBtts tad officials said Monday. The Sostb 
Ocstdsas wm sheltering bi thefe* capital, Tskhfarafi, snrrounded by Soviet 
hiwfar Mfofor y fyyy who have been fending elf Georgan deawnstra- 


jd 21 pMfde had been hart in dashes between the two 
bat a fioghs JtnrsdM, who works for Ok newspaper 
Metodyodi Graz*, denied anyone was bjjnred. Tbe Yiokoee Bared after 
the re^onal government council of South Ossetia, an ammanous region 
within the RcpoHc of Georgia, cm Nov. 10 demanded republic status for 
ftsdf and ardficatton with North Ossetia, part of tbe Russian Federation. 
“We are under siege, "said a Cooimunist Party official at the South 
Osaedan regional put; fc fAj i m t» «* in TskUarafi. “It fa a standoff 
between 80® and 900 Interior Ministry troops were gnarsSag die city of 
40,000 sp fa t Georgian liuinihiiiiii who started arriving SWday a 
hm kh ed h of bases ■ 
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P rice; Jordan 160 IBs; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon l pmmd; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Tension mounts in Lebanon 
as Aoun refuses to budge 
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Jordan’s 1 1th Parliament begins regular session 

King vows to pursue change 


. By a Jordan Times .. 

StotfTWito 

^ 11 AMMAN— r K* Majesty King 
5 3 * Hussein Monday opened Jor- 
ecoc ^ dan , s llth parliament with a 
1215 J^i jdedge to press ahead with demo* 
* cnrtrr ffarngwi «i dm IQngdnm 

httffwi parties and 
j 5 P^ pbcatMXmf martial law. 

“ *wl - In fmtratfitionaT speech from 
Thrbne.to the Upper and 
1Jn Lower Boiises ctf Paiiimnent, the 

AE b» ’King levfawedrjqnlan’s past and 
nsuflpLpreseart and yot^ai that the ex- 
is, in tot ecnthffi jgftdrity would continue 
other fc its quest toroids achieving self- 
lefiaoce for the yjhgrfam man 
ipbcms. 

, Cndrift^; 8 

lg ’general elections, • which pro- 
dneed the new 80-member Lower 
' Boose, were ■’ characterised ~by 
openness and freedqhi fov die 
TOter and g overn ment nn paitia l- 
ity and inte gri ty, the Kmg said 
the de m ocra ti c processmJordan 
AP) - bad cteJlen^ the peculation (rf 
bunsiR “onr wjeimcs and the covetous 
nude si that OT Conntrywas on tbc verge 
aded k rf a dark labryntii, wbidi wcmld 
miffira lead Jordan into splinter and cot- 
Irierly c 

An Wb “This, they hoped, wpnld pave 
:baras t fbeway to substantiating the ‘Jor- 
dln/uiK dan is the solution* sio m n , in- 
:e Ham stead & juimitting that toe only 
Mi Ok, sohitkm to tlie Patattmian prob- 
seven's femHesmrecogo^ng Palestinian 
. The £ ri^Ms on Palestinian -.sofl,”. be 


added. 

AddreGBing dm two houses, die 
Coundi of Ministers, senior offi- 
cials, notables, tribal leaders, 
trade and professional union 
leaden and other invited guests 
packing the domed Parliament 
House, the Kmg outlined the 
political, economic and social me- 
asores arid moves adopted by the 
gov e r nm ent. 

On the 

reaffirmed Jordan’s staunch sup- 
port for the Palestinian people- 
and their for fibexanon 

ami independence, and paid tri- 
bute to the23-month-old uprising 
in the ooeopied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. The revolt, the King 
“enabled .the Palestinian 
-peopled* usert itself and its just 
cause; in. a maixner that earned it 
international , attention, tmpre- 
cedented in the past four (fa- 
cades.” . 

In tbe toeech, broadcast Jive on 
Jordan television and radio, dm 
King, wearing the traditional 
black and gold military uniform 
decorated with medals and cita- 
tions^ said his Joly 1988 dedsfan 
to sever legal and administrative 
links with tte West Bank has had 
no bearing ' on the Kingdom’s 
“commitment to n^iott and 
stand by Palestinian national 
rights.” . 

“jOTdan continued to stand by 
its twin brother, the Arab Palesti- 
nian people, in its fair straggle/ 
he 


He reiterated Jordan’s firm be- 
lief tbaf an inte rnational confer- 
ence on die Middle East with the 
of all parties in- 
in the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict, including die Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
was the best forum to settle the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

“It has become dear to the 
whole world that the Palestinian 
leadership has fulfilled, with true 
commitment, what was required 
of it to facilitate progress in the 
peace c on ference mid that Israel 
is the side feat continues to 
thwart progress,” the Kmg said. 
“We are confident that the brave 
Palestinian position, supported 
by a steady and cohesive Arab 
stand, will wntinue^ expose the 
Israeli position in a manner that 
will align the. whole international 
community against die Israeli 
position.” 

The King expressed hope that 
United Nations efforts to arrive 
at a negotiated settlement be- 
tween Iran and Iraq would be 
successful to end tbe no-war-no- 
peace situation between the two 
countries. He called on Iran to 
“respond to the human need to 
exch ange prisoners of war and 
return them to their families, 
through commitment to the noble 
sharia and in keeping with inter- 
national laws." 

On Lebanon, the King re- 
newed Jordan’s firm support for 
the Arab League-mediated peace 


plan worked ont by Lebanese 

parliamen tarians in Taif, SftwHi 

Arabia, last month and expressed 
hone that “all Lebanese factions 
wifi ahfrfa by agreement to 
achieve their common goals.” 

He denounced the assassina- 
tion last week of Lebanese Presi- 
dent Rene Muawad and wished 
his successor, Elias Hrawi, “suc- 
cess in beating bis historic re- 
sponsibflity, certain that his elec- 
tion co nsti t ute s a major step to- 
wards the implementation of the 
Taif accord.” 

- On die internal flout, the King 
told Parliament that the govern- 
ment would work towards limit- 
ing martial law and allow political 
parties to operate in die Kingdom 
^ in essence; lifting the ban im- 
posed on all political groupings in 
1956. 

Abolition of martial law and 
lifting the ban on political parties 
figured high among the slogans 
Adopted by many of the 80 de- 
puties in their election cam- 
paigns. 

In a press conference shortly 
after the Nov. 8 elections, the 
King said the government had 
used martial law provisions only 
sparingly for political purposes 
and mostly in cases of threats to 
national security and public in- 
terest. On Monday, he told Par- 
liament that “the government will 
review die legislations which have 
become a handicap to the prog- 
ress of die society... and will also 


concentrate on its efforts to give 
the various courts all the support 
they need to perform their duties 
completely, competently and 
speedily to reduce gradually the 
need for special courts.” 

O utlinin g the course towards 
lifting the ten on political parties, 
the King said a royal commission 
would be formed to draft a 
national charter, which will con- 
tain “the basic general concepts 
of nationalism and patriotism that 
wQl guide the nation and direct 
it” and “the emerg en ce and activ- 
ity Of political O Fpwinrtinm wiD 
be based on these concepts and 
definitions.” 

He also reaffirmed that the 
national charter would be pre- 
sented to .-the peopleforaie- 
Jerendum “so that it becomes the 
product of a comprehensive 
na tio nal decision." 

The King said the government 
was fully committed to fighting 
“any kind of financial crimes or 
administrative definquency,” and 
painted out that a special com- 
mittee had already been formed 
to study tiie various aspects of 
“economk criminality in prepara- 
tion to presenting a d e q ua t e leg- 
islation for coping with this 
scourge that has to be expunged 
from our society.” 

The government will also set 
up a special authority to keep a 
dose watch and scrutiny over 

(Cradl— ed — page 3) 




speaker in balloting 
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:y. &£.■ AMMAN — The di fferent poK- 
ticd fQkxns that, make Up tile. 
• ,-f 0 ^ newly-elected Lower House of 
J.S *0* Pariiainent surfaced Monday at 
jid & ■ its first gesrion to dominate the 
.jj siacf floar m what could be seen as an 
vie*!* insigfrt-ihte the shape of things 'to 
ift." ?*?*! fro™ debates in tbe House 
future sessions. - . 

While some of the Islamist 
, a . so# deputies attached a pledge not to 
.pc*] 6? node outride the wffl of God and 


By Nermees Murad 
Jordan Tones Staff Writer 
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Prophet Mohammad to the tradi- 
tional Constitutional oath of 
'de mo cratic bloc” dis- 
played thefl power muscles in 
swinging results of any balloting 
*" a unanimous or at least 

_ * __cit 
selves. 

The >first indicati o n - of the 
democratic Noe’s might as the 
Solder of balamte of power in the 
io House became evident in tite race 

fur- for the House speakership; which 
Toi-jT? was claimed by Sn laim an Arar, a 
>?*' fo'fow interior mtmster, witii a 
0 c faar. majority of 44 votes against 
36 secured by Ymisef Mbatdeen, 
a declared candidate of the Mas- 
- :fim Brotheriiood, which damn 
liif control of.32 to 34 votes in the 
r&e&K. House. ' 

^3. ^ ' AbcfalBam Gmrano, tbe oldest 
^6 presided over tiie session 
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-___wasover. 

En tifa first, round of ba&oting, 
nteidieh ofttmlfi^rong demo- 
cratic Hoc cast their votes in 
fobtir of Imfii Shbeilat, who 
v&m&d to secrae a total of 14 
wtes against 31 ^for Afar «ad 35 


for Mbaklcen. Anotiier six votes, 
would have done the trick for 
Mbahfaen to secure an absolute 
of 41 ytKes in the 80-member 
House, but tiie a p p a re n t choice 
of scane democratic Hoc mem- 
bers deprived him of tiie chance 
in i«ni the Muslim Bro theiho ocft 
voice. 

Althou^j he was short of four 
votes to match Mbahfaen in the 
first round, Arar was able to 
maintain a smile of confidence 
since he was assured of enough 
democratic Hoc votes as well as 
die support of first-round i 
tors ox Shbeilat to see' 
through tbe way across the floor 
to the speakership podium in the 
second round of voting. 

Alar’s confidence was weO- 
ibonded. In die second round of vot- 
ing, he secured another 13 votes 
— dearly from those who voted 
for Sbbeuat in the first round — 
and won tbe race. 

As Gaxnxno announced Araris 
victory and invited him to formal- 
ly take over the spe akership 
chair, kmd applause rang out 
from the bakxxnes of the domed 
Parfiament chamber from people 
who had been writing for over sir 
hdurs to see who would dmdi the 
influential post of speaker and 
thus w pwi the tide in Parliament 
proceedings. 

Axar proceeded to read a pre- 
pared speech from tiie speaker’s 
chair. . 

T thank His Majesty King 
Hussein in your name me opening* 
the windows and allowing tiie 
warm and rejuvenating breeze to 
crane into our country carxymg 
democracy and pnblfe partiapa- 
liop,” he said in the speech. 



Sufehnan Aiw 

He also thanked the executive 
authority for its handling of tiie 
Nov. 8 election and for “conduct- 
ing it in the spirit of democracy 
and freedom which the whole 
attested to and every citizen felt.” 

“The era has gone when only 
Israel, which practises apartheid 
democracy, can claim that it is the 
only democratic state in the re- 
gion,” Arar said underlining one 
of foe major dements that tile 
Jordanian elections brought out 
in regional politics. 

He pledged to remain unbiased 
in face of die d ifferent political 
fines reflected among tiie de- 
puties and to allow all of them to 
express their opinions and their 
parliamentary privileges without 

any nunitfifln . 

He also pledged to work on 


legislative authority as stipulaed 
in the Constitution and to protect 
it “with all honesty and faith so 
that your honoured House can 
fulffi its duties and practice the 
role assigned to it by the Con- 
stitution.” 

He said he foresaw the Parlia- 
ment becoming “the seal bridge 
between foe public and govern- 
ment institutions and foe effec- 
tive supervisor of all government 

(Continued cm page 3) 


Senate meets, elects 
deputies to Lawzi 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Tones Staff Writer 

AMMAN — In accordance with 
the Royal Decree of Nov. 22, the 
40-appointed members of the Up- 
per House of Parliament (Senate) 
were sworn into office Monday 
mornin g in the presence of Prime 
Minster Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and his government, the House of 
Representatives and an estimated 
2^>00 people attending the first 
session of foe newly-elated Low- 
er House and appointed Upper 
House. The senators took an oath 
to serve and protect the King, 
country and constitution. 

Another Royal Decree issued 
last Wednesday appointed 40 
members to foe Senate, which 
had previously consisted of 30 
senators, in accordance with Arti- 
cle 63 of the Constitution which 
stipulates that tbe Senate, indnd- 
ing the speaker, should be half of 
the number of deputies in tbe 
Lower House. The Lower House 
now consists of 80 representa- 
tives. • 

The Royal Decree reappointed 
Ahmad Lawzi as speaker of foe 
Senate. After being introduced 
by Hani Khair, secretary general 
of Parfiament, Lawzi opened the 
session. 

Lawzi thanked IBs Majesty 
King Hussein for opening the first 
session of Parliament and said 
that the Senate would do its 
utmost to dfl^entiy serve the 
King, country and people. He 
thanked the g o ve rn ment of Ben 
Shaker for malting free elections 
possible. 

Laws said he looked forward 
to close cooperation between 
Lower and Upper Houses as well 
as a good working relationship 
between the executive and leg- 


islative Handles. 

He voiced confidence that foe 
legislative branch wonld shonkfar 
its share of respmtdbSJity in solv- 
ing the economic challenges fac- 
ing the country and said mat “as 
we have dealt with challenges in 
foe past and have overcome them 
we will ov er come them in the 
fottnre.” 

Tbe majority of die senators is 
a vote of hands elected senators 
Khalil Salem, Akram Znater, 
Utila Sharaf and Jama Hamad as 
members of a co mmi ttee which 
will prepare the Senate’s reply to 
die speech from tbe Throne. 

In another vote erf hands, sena- 
tors Bahjat TaHxHmi and Ahmad 
Obeidat were elected as first and 
second deputies to speaker 
Lawzi. 

Lawzi, obviously anxious to 
allow the Ldwer House to con- 
vene, shortened die first session 
of the Senate meeting by post- 
poning the election of die legal, 
financial, administrative and 
foreign a ffair s co mmit tees of foe 
Senate till the second session of 
foe Upper House. 

According to tbe constitution, 
senators should be over 40 years 
okl, must have held one or more 
of foe following positions prior to 
being ap p ointe d to foe Senate; 
present or former prime minis- 
ters, ministers, ambassadors, 
ministers plenipotentiary, speak- 
ers of the chamber erf deputies, 
presidents and judges of the court 
of cassation aim of foe civil and 
Sharia court of appeal, retired 
nribtaiy officers of the rank of 
lieutenant-general and above, 
former deputies and similar per- 
sonalities. 

Of the 40 senators sworn into 
office, Monday, three have held 
( Co n rinurii on page 3) 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Tension 
mounted in Beirut Monday as 
President Elias Hrawfs 48-hour 
ultimatum to defiant army chief 
Michel Aoun ticked towards its 
Tuesday deadline. 

“Lebanon is living through 
very dark hours,” said the 
French-kmgiiage L’Orient-le Jour 
newspaper in a front-page com- 
ment. 

President Hrawi, elected Fri- 
day two days after his predeces- 
sor was assassinated, Sunday 
ordered General Aoun to submit 
to his authority. Aoun vowed to 
fight to foe death foe president be 
considers a Syrian tool. 

On both sides of tiie green line 
battiezone, residents weary of 14 
years of war speculated whether 
Hrawfs threat to attack Aoun 
was a Muff. 

Some people in west Beirut 
have left the battered capital. 
Others said they were thinking of 
leaving. 

Seven out of 10 men and 
women interviewed at random in 


east Beirut’s Sinn A1 Pfl district 
believed Hrawi’s threat was a 
scare tactic. Two did not answer 
this point and one said he ex- 
pected an attack. Most declined 
to be named. 

Nine out of 10 said Christian 
rivitians would fight in any offen- 
sive alongside Aoun’s 15,000 
mainly Christian regulars. 

The Syrian-backed Hrawi said 
that if he had to, he would use 
force to oust the general. 

“In case he wants to force us, it 
will not be war <— it will be an 
operation of a few boms to put an 
end to all these stories happening 
in Christian areas,” he torn repor- 
ters. 

Bnt Aoun vowed to die fighting 
even with “kitchen knives, sticks 
and stones.” 

He also told a news conference 
in tiie underground bunker of the 
shell-smashed palace that he was 
recruiting volunteers to help fight 
a possible assault. 

But despite Hrawi’s ultimatum 
and Aoun’s tough response. 


military sources discounted re- 
ports of buildups in mountains 
overlooking foe palace in Baab- 
da, a suburb just east of tbe 
capital. 

A ranking Muslim officer, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said: “There is absolutely 
no move on the ground to suggest 
that a collisio n is imminent.” 

He said: “The fronts are as 
they have been since the cease- 
fire,” winch took hold on Sept. 
22, ending six months of fighting 
between Aoun’s 20,000 troops 
and the Syrian army. 

Hrawi issued a statement at his 
temporary headquarters in foe 
Bekaa Valley town of Chtoura. 
urging the army to rally behind 
his legitimate government. 

“Gen. Aoun is placing the 
Lebanese nation at an impossi- 
ble, destructive and reckless op- 
tion that leads only to the under- 
ground shelters.- while foe pres- 
idency has decided to lead foe 
nation out of foe death mill to 
peace,” the statement said. 


Palestinians prepare for 
house demolition by troops 


RAMALLAH, Occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli police 
fired teaigas Monday at a crowd 
of Palestinians chanting national- 
ist slogans as they salvaged prop- 
erty from a house scheduled for 
demolition by the army. 

“The court ruling stated the 
house is to be demolished within 
one week, but we never know 
when it will happen,” Mahmoud 
Shnkri said ont&de his home. 

The Israeli high court earlier 
rejected an appeal filed some, two 
mouths ago fry the Shnkri family 
against a military order for the 
destruction of their home. 

Shnkri said he filed tiie petition 1 
after his younger brother, Ahmad 


Shukri, 26, was arrested for 
trying to force an Israeli passen- 
ger bus into a valley. Ahmad, 
also convicted of killing a Jewish 
worker before foe bus attack, was 
jailed for life. 

As soon as they heard of the 
court decision, neighbours and 
friends started tearing doors, win- 
dows and electricity sockets from 
foe Shukri house. 

“We are trying to salvage what- 
ever we can before they come and 
blow up tbe budding,” said a 
neighbour as he hammered at foe 
concrete wall to retrieve an iron 
window frame. 

Israeli policemen patrolling the 
area fired tear-gas after a teen-age 


boy climbed up to display the 
banned red, white, green and 
black Palestinian flag. 

Meanwhile, an Islamic fun- 
damentalist group Monday 
praised the killin g of Israeli sol- 
diers and called for • more 
ambushes on troops in foe third 
year of the Palestinian uprising. 

Tbe call for increasing attacks 
came in a leaflet issued by the 
fundamentalist Hamas, and dis- 
tributed in the West Bank. 

Also Monday, Arab reports 
said that a Palestinian shot and 
wounded in the neck by Israeli 
troops during a clash last April 
died of his injuries in a Cairo 
hospital. 
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Egypt asks PLO to redraft 
response to Baker formula 


CAEIO (Agencies) — Egypt is 
urgin g the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to redraft its 
response to U.S. proposals for 
direct Palestiman-Israeli talks in 
Cairo after deciding tiie original 
reply was incomplete, diplomats 
and official sources said Monday. 

“In Egypt’s assessment it was 
considered incomplete ... it needs 
more work and consultation,” an 
Egyptian Foreign Ministry source 
told Reuters. 

Egypt received Tuesday the 
PLO’s response to a revised five- 
point formula proposed U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
setting out terms for formal face- 
to-face Patestinian-Isradi talks. 

Bnt official sources said Egypt, 
tbe main m edia to r between the 
FLO and tire United States, re- 
fused to convey the reply official- 


ly to Washington. 

Western diplomats said Cairo 
wanted the PLO to produce some 
kind of response which would 
mirror Israel’s conditional accept- 
ance of foe U.S. formula. 

Israel says it wQl agree to the 
Baker plan on condition that tbe 
PLO is excluded from the talks 
and the agenda is limited co its 
own proposal for Palestinian elec- 
tions in tbe occupied territories. 

Arab diplomats said the PLO’s 
reply to the original formula de- 
manded written guarantees that it 
had the right to name the Palesti- 
nian delegation and that foe talks 
would have an open agenda. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid met the 
PLO’s representative in Cairo, 
Said Kamal, Monday and an 
Arab diplomat said foe talks fo- 


cused on drafting a more “posi- 
tive” response. 

Foreign Ministry sources said 
Abdul Meguid had contacted 
Washington and PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat several times since 
receiving foe PLO's reply. 

“The PLO had questions and 
clarifications and we oupassed 
them to Washington. We are still 
in consultation with both parties 
and the final response has not 
been made yet,” one source said. 

Last week, Egyptian President 
Hosm Mubarak urged the PLO 
openly for the first time to come 
up with a positive response. 

A Palestinian source said the 
PLO was working on a new draft 
and Foreign Ministry sources said 
Arafat, a frequent visitor to 
Cairo, was expected shortly in 
Egypt for further talks. 


India parliament dissolved; 
coalition in the offing 


NEW DELHI (R) — The Indian 
paitiament was dissolved Monday 
after Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi’s Congress Party suffered ma- 
jor election losses. 

President Ramaswamy Venk- 
ataraman ordered the dissolution 
oo Gandhi’s advice- with most 


tion would be given a chance to 
form the new g ov er nm ent. 

Senior Congress offi cials said it 
was only a matter of time before 
Gandhi conceded defeat. They 
added foe party had decided not 
to seek a coalition partner in an 
a t te mp t to stay in power. 

Reuters earlier erroneously re- 
ported that Gandhi had tendered 
life resi gnation V fflfc»Hrr a man _ 
Top governm ent officials said 
the repent was wrong and added 
that any concession of defeat 
wonkl come only towa r ds the end 
of vote-counting. 

Final results from the three- 
stage polls in foe world’s biggest 


democracy were expected Tues- 
day with a hung parfiament a 
certainty and no party able to rule 
alone. 

Congress, which went into the 
elections with 415 seats in the 
545-member parliament. It 
gained in tiie south in the polls 
ending Sunday but was 
for humfiation in foe north. 

The party officials said the 
Congress decision not to seek a 
coalition partner almost certainly 
meant tire opposition would be 
invited to form an administration 
for only tiie second time since 
India became independent from 
Britain in 1947. 

They said Gandhi would prob- 
ably be asked to stay on as 
caretaker prime minister while 
the usually fractious opposition 
tried to put a government 
together. 

India’s only previous non-Con- 
gress government lasted two 
years before collapsing in 1979. 


Senior Congress officials said 
that if the opposition managed to 
form a government again it would 
not even last that long. 

Many Congress members advo- 
cated the party should quietly go 
into opposition, they said. It could 
then relax and watch an opposi- 
tion National Front government 
straggle to survive and sweep 
back to power when it collapsed. 

Other Congress sources, 
however, argued that was a 
dangerous option. Knowing it 
could not afford to mount 
another major election campaign 
soon, the opposition would bend 
over backwards to stay together, 
they said. 

The h a g glin g am ong opposition 
groups began well before final 
results were known with the. 
right-wing Hindu revivalist Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) emerg- 
ing as foe likely key to tbe forma- 
tion of a National Front govern- 
ment. . 
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Afghan rebels free 2 Soviet prisoners 

Rebel rockets kill 
1 8 people in Kabul 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — A rebel rocket attack 
killed at least 18 people in the Afghan capital Kabul 
Sunday, the official Bakhtar News Agency said 
Monday. 


Rockets also injured dozens of 
people and caused “tremendoos 
material losses" in residential 
areas, a Bakhtar report moni- 
tored in Islamabad said. 

The report blamed the attack 
on “Pakistan-backed extremists," 
a reference to guerrillas fighting 
the Soviet-backed Kabul govern- 
ment of President Najibullah. 

The rebels have frequently 
rocketed Kabul in recent months. 

Meanwhile two Soviet soldiers 
held captive for more than two 
years by Afghan rebels were re- 
leased to their mothers Monday 
in an emotional ceremony in the 
Pakistani frontier city of 
Peshawar. 

Soviet Ambassador Victor 
Y- ki- 5 - x ihat a redp- 

r ■ :ai . j>3 prisoners — 

‘ r: fighters but 
J _. _:.u Arabs who 

v » 2 be Is — would 
: a Kabul, 

r/ ... .-uidrei Lopukh 
Vr .’ • ?r: iapchuk, both 

!□ vjl. hugged and wept 
;f. their mothers as they were 
reunited at the headquarters of 
the Pakistan-based rebel alliance. 
Pes-.-awar is less than 80 
kilc metres from the Afghan 


border. 

‘Tm very happy that I just saw 
my son and I know that he’s 
coming home,” said a tearful 
Valentina Prokapchuk. 

Dozens erf rebel fighters toting 
Soviet-made AK-47 assault rifles 
stood guard in their grey dress 
uniforms, while Pakistan police 
formed a security ring around the 
fortress-like rebel headquarters. 

Yakunin described the prisoner 
release as a “hi gh act of humani- 
tarianism.” 

Yakunin, Sayed Gailani, acting 
president of die rebels’ self-proc- 
laimed government and repre- 
sentatives of the Pakistan Foreign 
Minis try and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
attended the outdoor ceremony 
under a sonny sky. 

Before the rebels, who call 
themselves Mujahedeen or Isla- 
mic holy waniois, released the 
20-year-old prisoners they lec- 
tured the mothers, who were part 
of a seven-member private de- 
legation from the Soviet Union. 

“I understand that not only 
these women are weeping today, 
there are probably many more 
weeping in the Soviet Union,” 
said Farooq Azam, an official of 


the Mnjahedeen go vernm ent. 

“But let me remind you flat 
thousands of Afghan mothers are 
crying over the loss of the® chil- 
dren," he said. 

Gailani said the prisoner re- 
lease was “ample proof of our 
good intentions. 

“Though the war is not yet 
over we are releasing two more 
Soviet prisoners to show our 
humane motives... in spite of the 
fact that thousands erf our people 
are held by the Kabul regime and 
the Soviet Union as prisoners.” 

He criticised the Soviet Union 
for continuing to supply the 
Afghan government after ending 
direct military involvement in 
February. 

In December 1979, the Krem- 
lin sent more than 100,000 com- 
bat troops into Afghanistan to 
replace one Communist govern- 
ment with another and crush a 
growing insurgency. 

The last Soviet soldier left in 
February, in line with a United 
Nations-brokered accord. 

Iona Andronov, spokesman of 
Nadezhka (hope), a private 
group that works for the release 
of Soviet PoWs, thanked the Mu- 
jabedeeu leaders and apologised 
for what he termed “tins bloody 
war and stupid war, which was 
started by die politicians and 
generals." 


Hizboliah established network 
®f operatives in Africa 


LOS ANGELAS (Agencies) — 
The Shi’ite Muslim extremist 
group Hizbullah has established a 
network of operatives in West 
. frica that ' may be preparing 
- -‘acts against Western targets, a 
newspaper reported 
Monday. 

Hizboliah agents are active in 
;.:e Ivory Coast. Senegal. Gabon. 
. lire and possibly other coun- 

: s, the Los Angeles Times re- 
...ited, citing unidentified U.S. 
and Fre.’.cb officials. 

As Western intelligence 2 c:en- 
Jcs -ave focused o~ 
i^ebar on, HizboJah javt 
moved to create an alternative 
arms network in West .Africa as 

r reach authorities a 

group linked to Hizboliah took 
in tombing a l.‘ -'.'x. • 

.-it exp ! .odec . ' ■ 


tremist groups, . clieved iL cc it 
Hizboliah, have claimed to have 

tsk*- Wf -• :-r-v 
non ‘hi i ' 

Hizboliah _ 

spo risibility but have ackno./- 

ledged contact with the groups. 


On Saturday, Spanish police 
announced the arrests of eight 
people involved in an attempt to 
smuggle at least 109 kilogrammes 
of explosives into Spain in canned 
goods. Three of the eight were 
suspected Hizboliah members, 
police said. 

In recent months, French offi- 
cials have discovered security 
breaches at their embassies in 
Guinea, ' Gabon, Senegal and 
Tunisia involving the sale of pass- 
ports and intelligence cables to 
Hizboliah agents, the newspaper 
said. 

In the most serious incident, a 
French consular official in Con- 
akry, Guinea,' provided 100 
- ir- rrards and 60 passports to 
a Sni’ite cell, the Times said. The 
scheme surfaced when a 
Lebanese national carrying one 
of the passports blew hims elf up 
-r.h a homemade bomb in Lon- 
■ last summer, French diplo- 
mats told the newspaper. 

In Dakar, Senegal, officials re- 
portedly caught a French embas- 
> employee selling French 
identity cards to another group of 
Lebanese. And in Brazzaville, 
Congo, where the doomed UTA 


French airline flight originated, a 
security breach involved stolen 
diplomatic cables, the newspaper 
said. 

Most of the French consular 
officials involved were contract 
workers who had served in Beirut 
or had Lebanese connections, 
French officials said. Several 
were arrested. 

Intelligence officials suspect 
the agents operate among tens of 
thousands of Shi’ite Muslim 
emigres who work in the region. 
A State Department source told 
the Times there was so evidence 
that Iran has sponsored the im- 
plantation of the cells. 

Hizboliah denied Sunday any 
links with the three men arrested 
in Spain. 

“The Party of God, which cate- 
gorically denies any links with 
this subject, confirms that those 
whose names were published 
don’t have any relations with 
Hizboliah,” a statement by the 
group said. 

Hizboliah said it suspected the 
allegations were made only to 
justify “aggressive activities 
against the committed Muslims in 
Spain.” 


Ethiopia, Eritrean rebels invited 
Nyerere for mediation — Carter 


ATLANTA (AP) — Former 
President Carter said the Ethio- 
pian government and Eritrean 
rebels invited former Tanzanian 
President Julius Nyerere to help 
mediate talks to end 28 years of 
civil war. 

The accord marks the end of 
preliminary negotiations between 
the two sides that should lead to 
substantive talks to stop the war. 
Carter told the Atlanta Constitu- 
tion in an interview. 

The decision to invite Nyerere 
to join him as co-chairman of the 
main talks was the last of 12 items 
on the agenda for preliminary 
talks. Carter said during a di- 
plomatic shuttle mission through 


Sudan and Ethiopia. 

Although the preliminary talks 
in Nairobi almost broke down 
twice, “both sides got what they 
wanted by Saturday,” Carter 
said. All that r emains is to name 
observers to the main talks, be 
said. 

Carter said it may be several 
weeks before a decision is made 
on the time and place of the talks 
because the government and Erit- 
rean People’s Liberation ' Front 
(EPLF) delegates must confer 
with leaders at borne. 

Delegates from both sides 
agreed on most negotiating issues 
two months ago in Atlanta, and 
resumed the talks in Nairobi to 


conclude tha preliminary talks. 
Carter said. 

Carter said he expects Nyerere, 
who has been travelling in the Far 
East, to accept the invitation. 
“He has indicated in the past that 
be would if the invi t ati on came 
from both sides, and not just 
from me,” Carter said. 

While the negotiating teams 
took a break Sunday, Carter flew 
through - Sudan and Ethiopia. 

He met for 90 minutes in Khar- 
toum with Suda n ese President 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir, whose 
gove rnm ent win begin prelimin- 
ary peace talks with rebels in 
southern Sudan Friday. 


^ British hostage spends 4th birthday in captivity 

unknown Palestinian group had » “ ...... .. . 


2 Lebanese 
Drisoners 
dlled in 
A1 Khiam 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli-back- 
ed militiamen shot and killed two 
detainees in a Sooth Lebanon 
prison during a not by inmates 
demanding that ShTite Muslim 
nriBias free them as part of an 
exchange with Israel, military 
sources said Monday. 

- The rarest Monday night at A1 
gwawi prison just aorta of flic 
village of Maxjsyoea followed 
reports from Lebanon flat an 
unknown Palestinian group had 
offered to exchange the body of 
an Israeli soldier for the freeing 
of Arab prisoners. 

One of die sources, who, in 
keeping with army regulations 
spoke tm condition trf anonymity, 
a yi prisoners called on the lead- 
ers of Hezbollah and Amal, both 
Lebanese Shi’ite mifitias, to se- 
cure their release as past of a 
swap. 

Guards from the Israeli-allied 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
miKtifls fatally shot two prisoners 
during the rioting, another source 
said. 

Israel Radio estimated the 
number of Hgjutrwg at Khaim, a 
former Lebanese army barracks, 
at 400, many of them Shiites, 
The prisoners include both cri- 
minal and guerrilla suspects. 

The Israeli army has declined 
comment on die swap offer pub- 
lished Saturday in the Beirut dai- 
ly An Nahar by a group calling 
itself the Organization for 
Freeing Palestinian Prisoners. 

Published with the statement 

was a photograph of the identity 
papers of soldier Han Saadon, 
who disappeared last May whfle 
hitefahiknig borne from his base in 
southern Israel, near the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip. 

The army issued a statement on 
Nov. 7 saying officials believed 
Saadon had been killed by mem- 
bers of the Palestinian Muslim 
fundamentalist group Hamas, 
although his body has not been 
found. . 

The same day the army 
announced the capture of several 
Hamas members s usp ected of in- 
volvement in the attack. 


Libyan 
delegation 
arrive 
in Tunis 

TUNIS fR) — A high-level Li- 
byan delegation led by Major 
Abdul Salam Jafloud arrived in 
Tunis Monday for two days of 
talks on political and economic 
coordination between Libya and 
Tunisia. 

Prime Minister Hamed Karoui 
heads the Tunisian side in the 
meetings of a high commission 
which was set up when relations 
dramatically improved after 
Tunisian President Zinc A1 Alti- 
dine Ibn Aii came to power two 
years ago. 

Jafloud, second in the Libyan 
hierarchy, was accompanied by 
Major Khoueldi Hanridi, third in 
the hierarchy, Omar A1 Montas- 
ser, secretary-general of the 
General People’s Co mmi ttee 
(prime minister) and Foreign 
Minister Jaridaflah Azzouz A1 
Talhi, officials 

Since the conmnsskm last met 
in Tripoli in July, Libyan leader 
Muammar Q adhafi fox npc^* 
Tunis by receiv in g Rasbed Gfaan- 
no nchi , the Tunisian Islamic lead- 
er who was lived abroad in self- 
imposed exile since May. 


Fateh predicted to win West Bank elections 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israefi milit- 
ary officers 'believe FLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat’s mainstream 
Fateh movement would win 
popular elections proposed by 
law in foe occupied West Bank, 
the Haarctz daily reported 
Monday. 

Tto newspaper quoted military 

so ur ce s as saying supporters of 
Fateh would gain 65 per cent of 
die vote, wbfle Muslim fun- 
damentalists would gamer 30 per 
cent. Other votes would go to 
email left-wing FLO factions, it 


Haarett did not name the anny 


off*™!* quoted mid gave no ex- 
planation of bow tfcey reached 
their coadoaons. the military 
command declined to emnin ent 
cm the repoit. 

The Haarete report did not deal 
with the occupied Gaza Strip, 
where fnndamcnfailid- gm np s aiC 
believed to have more- su pp ort 
flan in the West Bank. 

The report came amid a stale- 
mate in effort? to promote an 
Israeli plan to hold elections in 
the two territories in which 
Mestmhm would choose repre- 
sentatives tO wnr* OIL an int a fi g t 


period of sdf-rtde. • 

Palestinians have balked at 
flic election plan be- 
cause it does not give the PIG a iofe 

** - /v4>.V«aiI tn vnrlmPfu 


dent statehood, - 

The preffictioBS coiweinnigthe 
popularity of Muslim fun- 
damentalists represent a recent 
increase in support for such reft- 
-gfons' increments in the "West 
Bank, winch was once mare 
solidly behind the FLO, die 
newspaper said. 

The newspaper quoted the 
mifitmy officers as saying support 


for religions groups is expected to 
grow as long .as peace efforts 
remain deadlocked. 

Some L7 Palestinians live in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
which Israel occupied in the 1967 
M Hdfr East war. Palestinians in 
thr two te rritories have been car- 
rying out an uprising against 
Israeli occupation for nearly two j 
years. 

Daring the revolt, 616 Palesti- 
nians hsvfe been killed by Israelis 
and 150 others have been slain 
by fellow Arabs as suspected col- 
laborators. 


BEIRUT (R) — The friends and 
relatives trf British hostage John 
McCarthy, who is spending his 
fourth birthday in capti v ity , sent 
him gree tin g s and pleaded with 
his captives to allow him to con- 
tact ms family . 

“To the people who are hold- 
ing oar friend John McCarthy we 
appeal to you to allow him con- 
tact with his family, through 
whatever means you choose,” 
said one of foe 12 messages 
advertised in the As Safir news- 
paper. 

“This three and a half year 


silence disarms ns m our efforts to* 
galvanise our government -and 
others to resolve this situation 
and helps those who choose to.: 
remain indifferent. Please send us. 
news of John,” it added. 

McCarthy, 33, is a journalist 
withWaifrfrririeTdevisiooNeivs. ' 
He was kidnapped on April 17, 
1986 and his abduction was 
claimed by the Revolutionary 
Command Cells. 

“To John. We pray that tins 
wfll be your last birthday in cap- 
tivity and we long to have you 


home soon,’’ raid a message 
sinned by his father Pat 


Iran holds anti-guerrilla exercise 

NICOSIA (R) — About 600,000 paramilitary troops set up road 
blocks, searched cars and took up positions at government 
buildings Monday in anti-gnexrifia exercises held in Iranian cities, 
Tehran Radio reported. It said the m a noeuvres aimed to display 
“power and readiness of the Baq (Mobilisation) forces 
threats of world arrogance.” The exercise has become part of 
nnttnnl activities marking the an niv e rs a ry of the, fcpmtion of the 
Basij fences 10 yean ago on the orders of the last revolutionary 
leader. Ayatollah RnhoQah Khomeini. KhomemFs successor; 
Ayatollah Ah gii»«nenei 1 said last week that the Baaj should 
expand its role as a combat-oriented force riming the 1980-1988 
war against Iraq to take part in the post-war economic reconstruc- 
tion. He said the Baaj was to defend Iran’s revolution 

and must continue its drive to realise Khomeini’s vision of a 
20-nriDkm-man Islamic anny. Basij officials say the force sent 
three nu&km men to the war of whom 60,000 were killed in battle 
against Iraq — half erf Iran’s nffirfal death toQ at the front. The 
force, winch comes under the command of the Revolutionary 
Guards, has trained a total of five million I ranians in wring 
weapons, they say. Many Baaj members are students, farmers or 
workers who join the force’s cells, often operating out of 
mosques, on a part-time basis. 

Somali rebels kill 20 troops . 

NAIROBI (R) — Rebels in northern Somalia said Monday they 

killed 20 gover nm ent soldiers when they amhndiwi an amty lorry 
Thursday. The clandestine radio of the rebel Somali National 
Movement said the ambush took place cm the main road from 
Haigeasa, the main town in northern Somalia, to Boroma, a town 
near the Etinopian border in the extreme northwest of the 
country. The broadcast, monitored in Nairobi, said there were no 
rebel losses in the engagement. 

Annex parts of occupied areas Sharon 

TEL AVIV (R) — Trade and Industry Minister Ariel Sharon has 
proposed that Israel annex part of the oocupmd ter ritori es in 
conjunction with proposed elections for Palestinians living there. 
Sharon, a senior member of Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
right-wing Likud Party, Masted his gove rnm ent’s current plan to 
hold Palestinian elections for representatives to negotiate an 
i nt e rim arrangement in the occupied territories. He said Israel 
should annex areas of the West Bank and Gaza Strip agreed on by 
the Labour and Likud parties which share power in a coalition 
government “I suggested that on those areas, the chain of Jewish 
settlements, we have to impose loach law together with elections 
in Judea, Samaria (Biblical names erf West Bank and Gaza),” 
Sharon said in a radio interview. The former ripfriy-y. minister, 
who orchestrated Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in 1982, is a strong 
b a c ker of some 70,000 Jewish settlers firing among 1.7 million 
P a l estinia ns in the occupied territories. Sharon, a rival to Shamir 
for Likud Party leadership, discounted the premier’s election Man 
as a prelude to the establishment of a Palestinian state. *The 
elections in the way they are presented by us wifi lead to a 
Palestinian st at e,” Sharon said. “This approach in my n pfofoq is 
mistaken.” 

‘Qadhafi happy with summit* 

VALLETTA fR) — Libyan leader Golonel Muammar Qadhafi is 


McCarthy's mother died while 
he was in ca p ti v i ty. . - 

“Ill be drinking of you today as 
.always and hope. you can feel all 
the l ove oy er here heading in 
your direction,” read s message 
by hragiiifneaidJffl Morrell, who 
has been campaigning for his 
release with a group of his friends 
since iris kidnap. 

“John, not a. day has passed 
without you being m our 


thoughts. Keep strong. We look 
forward to seeing you. soon,” 
wrote Justin xripcia and 
Jonathan McCarthy. 

Two other British nationals are 
among 19 Westerners kidnapped 
in Lebanon. Most are believed 
held by shadowy pro-Iranian 
groups. 

The two Britons are . Anglican 
Church envoy Teny Waite who 
disappeared an Jan. 20, 1987 and 
teacher Brian Keenan who went 
missing on April 11, 1986. There 
were no dauns of responsibility 
for their abductions. 



Peres arrives in Poland 


WARSAW (R) — S himo n Peres, _ 
Israel's rice premier and minister 
of fa*"*, arrived in Warsaw 
Monday for talks with President 
Wojtiech Jarnzelski and Foreign . 
Minister Kiz y sztc rf SkubiszewskL 

The Polish News Agency 
(PAP) sod Peres’ visit was aimed at 
developing c oope ra tion between 
Israel and Poland winch wfll eve- 
tually result in establishing di- 
plomatic relations. 

- “Economic issues are certain to 
d o mina te - the talks,” PAP said. 
Trade with Israel tins year will 
amount to $40 minio n compared 
to $223 ntifium last year, the 
news agency said. 

On his departure from 7d 
Aviv, Peres praised the sweeping 
political reforms in Eastern 

bores^mficance for tite^Gddle 
East. ■■■-:-■• ■■■ 

“You’ve got to understand dot 
with the tremendous changes 
occurring in the Soviet Blocy 
which is foregoing its one-aded, 
approach to the . Middle Eart^' 
nobody in this area can now efarim. 
exclusively in its relationship with 
’tiie C ommuni st Bloc,” he said. 

Following his arrival, Peres 
went to the Foreign Ministry for 
talks with Skubtszewski. He was 


scheduled to meet later with 
Prime Minister T&deusz Mazo- 
vriedri, the non-Commumst head 
of Poland's parfiamerit, and Lech 
Walesa; the leader of the Solidar- 
ity trade federation. 

Before bis arrival in Warsaw, 
Peres told Israel Radio that he 
plans to lay the groundwork for 
increased economic cooperation 
between the two countries. 

He said he believed Israel 
could help the Palish govern- 
ment’s attempts to revive its eco- 
nomy and build technologically 
advanced industry. 

Poland followd the Soviet lead 
in re newing low-level diplomatic 
relations with Israel last year, 
broken during -the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

The news agency quoted Vice 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Jan' 
Majewski as saying Poland “is 
considering the possibility of re- 
suming diplomatic relations with 
Israel in the not-to-distant future, 
but'no decision 'has been taken 
yet." 

Peres, bam in Poland, said he 
had no jdans to visit Iris birth- 
place, tbs town of Visheva, be- 
cause it is now part of the Soviet 
Union. 


Israeli minister in Moscow 


aririt to Tripoli. The Maltese leader said Qadhafi bad told him 
d a ring the one-day visit that he welcomed the aHripbome s ummi t 
between U.S. President George Bush and Soviet leader hfikhafi 
Gorbachev on Dec. 2 and 3. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's Minis- 
ter of Agricunare left for tike 
highest-level visit to the Soviet 
Union by an Israeli since the 
Kremlin severed diplomatic ties 
22 years ago, his spokesman said 
Monday. 

Avraham Katz-Oz, who earfier 
this year was left stranded in 
Europe when he failed to receive 
a Soviet visa, and meetings sche- 
duled with the ministers erf agri- 
culture of the Soviet Union and 
tiie Rnssian Republic, said Nafta* 
fi Yaniv. 

The Soviet riot starting Mon- 
day marks another step toward, 
frill relations, winch Moscow cut 
because of the 1967 Middle East, 
war. 

The two countries have ex- 
changed consular delegations, 
but even die visa for Katz-Oz had 
to be issued in Vienna. . 

“We were so cautious tins time 
since we had a problem throe 
months ago,” Yaniv told Reu- 
ters. He sand the trip was sup- 
posed to have been kept secret 
until the minister arrived in 
Moscow. 

Katz-Oz left Israel Sunday 
night after dearing the visit with* 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 


and Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens, " Yaniv said. The Soviet 
visa was granted only at the end 
erf last week. 

The official meetings end Fri- 
day, Yaniv said, but the minister 
was likely to stay to visit the 
synagogue in Moscow Saturday. 

Yaniv said the minister, offi- 
cially invited by the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences, would be 
discngang exports of fresh Israeli 
agricultural produce through a 
joint venture. 

A firm owned by the Israeli 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
’Agrideni, has teamed up with the 
Soviet Academy of Sciences to 
form a trade co mpany called 
Agromir, he said. 

Yaniv said the produce would 
have to be Sown to the Soviet 
Union. Resumption of direct 
Israeli-Soviet flights, stopped at 
the same time as diplomatic rela- 
tions, is expected by early next 
year. 

The Soviet Union has moved 
cautiously tot methodically to- 
ward resuming full diplomatic re- 
lations since Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev book office 
nearly five years ago. 
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Telephone IriaHunthm 

Ciasiral Amman Telephone 


AbOahTdepbooe R epai r s ..... i 
Jordan Td cv iri on ' 


RarSo Jordan 7741U 

Water Authority .680300 

Jordan EkaricfoAmbod^ ...815615 
tJtocmc Power 

OneenABalstL Airport. 0853200 

hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Haamn UeOai Centre ..... 8238032 

Kh^ Masaraty, J. Asa 644281/6 

A MrhMatr iii it i.J.Anm.... 642441/2 

Jabal AmamlABsrniw... 642362 

Mattes, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmesarri 664177/4 

Shmanm Hospital ............... 669131 

UnneniryHoqatal .... 843845 

AMfnashtt Hospital 6672Z7/9 

The Islamic, AbdaS .... 666127/37 

AW*.Ab« 664164* 

777101/3 

AMariar.J.AAafidi 77 5111/26 

Anqy.Mtftn 871611/15 

Qaeoo Aim .Hospital 60224050 

AmiHospitai 674155 

ZmQa: 

ZaxqaGovt.HaapfetI (09)983323 

Zm National Ho^m „ (0^91071 

IbaSSsHosptei (Q9S86732 


IBiND: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek QnhoGcHmpital (Q2&2275 
IbnAINsfcesHiMfdaL.-.. (02p47100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


QUEEN ALU 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This iafyastdlian is suppBod by Royal 
Jcadsofeo (RJ) In fr a ma rina dcpKZt- 
aeat a the Qaea ASm 
Anparr TeL (OQSOEKU; when h 
should a twsjs be waffled 

AXHVAU 

ftqwl Jontanlm (RJ) FHoMt 
(Terminal 1) 


Ofetf g" C «|-1* f i m i |MM , 

Mbit Dramas 

»» ^Jeddah 



, u — Own 

Mamrf Dubai 

99z3 Doha, Bahrain i 


**• — — Aba Dhabi. Kuwait (RJ 

15=45 Montreal, NcwYodc ftU 1 

17^8 BagbdadffiJ 

1793 (Vl pimliwi| (OT 

19=40 ; Tripoli (Rf 

B5S Be lg ra d e , Bed ia rcst(Rj 

Ottor RlgMs (Twmlhal 2) 

»*5 iU-^'OlaM 

Mt30 . Kuwait 

1305 Moscow, Lamaca (SU 

t7dtS i..;— Rome fog 

TfcSS Dubai, Damascus tEK] 

IMS Beirut (W 

afeio Zozid^LmBacafSR 

«WS London nSA] 


IfcSS Cairo/ 

11=30 Kuwait ( 

ISM LnBBca,Mbacm( 

I8M5 Dubai f 

T8S30 Dubai ( 


Uppaflavcr pace 
Apple 


Banana (Mnkar&mar) — 


Roynf Jordwtfen (RJ) FUghtu 
(Tennboll) •- • • 


Cabbage 

Carrot 

CaoHfintet; ; 

Cam 

CnBrnbrntod .. 
Cncambers (smaB) , 
Dates j. 


Jfete TrfpoSfoj 

IMS .....;...: Vkosa, Chicago (RJ 

Urt5 Belgrade, Bodarothu 

11M5 — qmiM. MwTrM ?gt 

lite Paris, BmsKfa foj 

X2df ^...> I%ank6nt,LoDdoafoJ l 

1AM BrMidadnU 1 

IfeM ..._ — Kuwait, DhahruiRT 

•JMI-i : — — Cairo 

IMS AtmD&afai, Dnbai (RJ 1 

Itlt Unaea'nr 

na5 Jfcddab (R7 

2ute. Koal a Tm apur, ^ga p ore (RJ] 

OfttefFngM* (Tornrinal Si’ 


Gnpfent ............ 

Lagoa ..... 

MroowQarjc) 

Mamw(mnB) 

Ofitftl 

Oaks (dry] 


. RwerApO .;--.^-- 

toer (met) 

AMMO ...... 1 


a Bt per kg. 

— 420/380 
4S0/400 

400 / 330 

300 / 230 

— 170/140 

— 300 / 250 
160/100 

~. 250/200 
-- 120/ 60 

— 260/180 
™ 600 / 450 
~~ 150/110 
.... 850/750 

— 230/180 
.... 180/ 150 
.... 100/ 70 

210/150 
..... 900/800 
-- 320/260 
.« 180/120 
■— 450/400 
W0/ 120 

— 170/120 
250/230 

.... 150/100 
.... 480 / 400' 
... 110/ 80 
... 280 / 220 
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AMMAN (JT-TO —AUbaSdings 
to- the civilian -wing at Mnta 
Univeraty, near Kursk wOl be 
' obfE^ieted 1^1991 and eiuibie tile 
iwHvmaty toincrease its student 
capadty to 5,000, accordsog to 
yQiVersity President Ali 
■thhifea. 

. -^So fer 60 per cent bf the 
faoikfingsi have been completed 
and tbe students are stiD taking 
dasses at the local community 

^^^^hed,”Maha£zas^d^ > m 
interview with^ Sawt AI Shaab 
Arabic daHy- . - 

The dvffian whig of the uni- 
versity -offers courses in 
mathematics, computer science, 
Arabic,- Engl ish, law and man- 
agement in addStioa to a limited 
pnmb er of courses in military 
tracing- — 

Muta University, initiaily 
established as a' military universi- 
ty; 'provfctestrairang to qualified 
personnel chosen by the Armed 
jForces-and tbe Public Security 
Department (PSD) in modi 
needed fields, Mahafza said. 
^Wbca it was opened in 1984, 

- Mnta University accepted 300 
sbujesls in'tbe military wing, and 

- *hk, year a total of 700 were 
admitted into the first-year 


course, be said. 

He. said fat stodents in fa 
military wing study mainly mili t- 
aiy-related topics but the door 
was also open for them to study 
mec han ical and electrical en- 
gineering, computer science, phy- 
sics and mathematics - AD sub- 
jects are taught, in Kn gM». 

- - M a ha fza said altogetiier Mata 
DOW offers t raining tO 3^500 male 
and female stodents in both wings 
with 200 professors and teachers. 

Graduates from tbe mflhaiy 
wing are all absorbed by the 
Armed Forces or the PSD while 
the civilian wing graduates qual- 
ified people, who serve mostly in 
the southern regions of the 'coun- 
try, according to Mahafza. 

Mahafza Warned lack of proper 
planning for the present unem- 
ployment situation in tbe coun- 
try. “Students shook! torn then- 
attention to tourism, archaeology 
and other fields which the coun- 
try is in need rather than studying 
medicine and engineering of 
which the country has a surplus,” 
he said. Mahafza urged the de- 
partments concerned with plan- 
ning the economy and education 
in Jordan to take into considera- 
tion tiie real needs of tbe society 
and future prospects. 


Aid fund seeks to 


AMMAN (J.T,) — The National 
Aid- Bind (NAF), which was 
estabfishedl by Royal Decree in 
1966, is hying to expand its ser- 
vices Ip include remote areas of 
jordan andto find foster mothers 
to abandoned children, accord- 
ing : to ' NAF Director-General 
Khalil AI Faouri. 

• EEs said in a statement to the 
JbxdanNews Agency, Petra, that 
NAFs teams had begun develop- 
ing contacts with beads erf local 
.’ tu Ti mnm riM in remote regions 
around the country in order to 
identify the needy families which 
. qualify toi such -assistance. . 
,_ThP-.«tot- is being done by 
teamiofsopaLworkersem^oyed 
by NAF,who are also investigat- 
ing cascs <rf aband(Mied old peor 
pfc antf .bhiKtren or those who 
I’fedc projfetc^ so that alternate 
- iiwfaminfajfa^ can. be- found, 
according to Faouri. Families tak- 
in g over the care, of abandoned 
rfrArfre n or old people will be 
paid by NAF, he added. 

A the same time NAF is going 
ahead with plans to^. amend ex- 
isting legislation to cope with the 
economic and social changes in 
tire country to enable a greater 


share of needy people to benefit 
from the fund's services, Faouri 
said. 

He said this , could be done by 
ensuring' more' funds and con- 
tributions for NAF, whose annual 
capital now stands at around JD 3 
million. Coming mostly in con- 
tributions from the public and 
from the treasury. 

Faouri said that nearly 10,000 
needy families now benefit from 
the fund’s services ranging from 
monthly allocations reaching up 
to JD 40 a month per family to 
rehabilitation projects and pri- 
vate businesses financed by the 
fond. 

NAF, Faouri said, now pays 
neatly JD 200,000 to needy fami- 
lies on a monthly basis and had so 
fas, spent JD 250,000 on 300 
projects benefiting the needy. , 

Other assistance includes 
providing wheelchairs for 
handicapped persons and took to 
handicraft work for heads of 

familie s. ‘ 

He said that vocational training 

.was also being provided to enable 

fa. unemployed heads of needy 
familie s to earn a decent living. 


Meeting reviews CEHA 
activities, programmes 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day tnes, Jordan, Sudan, Pakistan 
meeting was opened at the Am- Saudi Arabia, and one obser- 

man-based Regional Centre for w each from Iraq and Iran, 
Environmental Health Activities' according to a CEHA offici a l . 
(CEHA), -which is operated by The meeting , chaired by the chief 
the World Health Organisation environmental health to tbe 
(WHO). The meeting will review East Mediterranean region. Dr. 
the centra’s achievements in Islam Sheikh, is also being 
1988-1989 and endorse ptam for attended by tbe WHO’s interaa- 
1990 and 1991. tional consultants. 

CEHA was established in 1985 
: .The meeting, the second of its by WHO to supervise euviron- 
kiwfby OEHA’s technical advis- mental hwiWi activities in 23 coun- 
oiy committee, is attended by tries -of the Eastern Meditena- 


(WHO). The meeting will review 
the centra’s achievements in 
1988-1989 and endorse {dans for 
1990 and 1991. 

: life meeting, the second of its 
kindTiy QSHA’s technical advis- 
ory committee, is attended by 
four permanent CEHA coun- 


nean region. 


- NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


INTERIOR MINISTERS MEETING: The Council of Arab 
Ministers of interior, which groups 22 the Arab League member 
countries; will hold a meeting in Cairo Friday to review reports on 
esfahKahing .a pan-Arab seenrity centre and a pan- Arab strategy for 
comb ating drags and ways to improve prisons in the Arab World. 
According to Akram Nashaat, tbe coundTs secretary general, the 
council nriH a teo faflws extradition of criminals, as well as a United 
Nfeians-sponsored centre to combat drugs which is to be set up in 
Cyprus. (Petra). 

WORKSHOP ON ADOLESCENCE: An educatkmal workshop 
on guidance of adolescents was held at the Ed uc a t ional Research 
and Devefopruent Centre at the University of Yarmonk. The 


■(Petra): .. . 



☆ As edd Un et MrMnp. ins pi red by Arabic 

Islamic act at Abdul H amced Shoman Foundation. 
tSt Air vt w WHrt ™ by artists from Jordan and ether Arab 
V rountrlf M at AI WasW Gallery, Plaza HoteL 
'tc Book exUbifai at the D M»aafy of Yar m o nk . 

* A Gem Tree exUHtkm, >y “Lattfeh Aba Bandas” at tbe 
7 HiMiMwi im at the Royal Cultural Cadre. 


Arab social development 
ministers to meet in Tunis 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in a meeting by the 
Council of Arab Ministers of So- 
cial Development doe to open in 
Tunis Dec. IS. The three-day 
meeting is expected to review IS 
different subjects dealing with 
ways to bolster inter-Arab coop-* 
nation and coonfinatioB in socsal 
development. 

The council will also look into 
means of supp ort in g a special 
fond set up by the Arab League 
to boost social work in the Arab 
World during the coming year, 
matters related to Arab children, 
and cooperation with United Na- 
tions agencies concerned with im- 
proving children’s conditions. 

APU meeting 

‘firms is currently boring a 


meeting' of the Arab Parliamen- 
tary Union (APU) designed to 
promote dialogue among national 
assemblies of the Arab World. 

The two-day meeting, which 
opened Monday, will discuss pub- 
lic freedoms, human rights, tbe 
rights of the handicapped and 
other topics pertaining to social 
development. 

An Arab League spokesman 
said that the participants would 
review working papers from their 
own countries dealing with these 
matters, including a paper by the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) on human rights in occu- 
pied Palestine. 

The paper outlines Israel’s rep- 
ressive actions against tbe Arab 
population in violation of interna- 
. tional Jaws and principles. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 


King opens Parliament 


I 


(Contained from page 1) 

financial auditing, he said. 

A major part of the King’s, 
address was devoted to tbe eco- 
' nonne situation in Jordan. 

Noting that Jordan started the 
enrnmereiai exploitation of natu- 
ral gas found at AI Risbeh to run 
power-generators earlier this 
year, the King revealed that a “a 
new large well” was discovered in 
the area, “which raises our hopes 
to find large gas reserves in foe 
eastern part of the Kingdom.” 
The authorities axe now in- 
volved in programmes to exploit 
the new find and develop it by 
multiplying the output of gas- 
generated electricity as well as 
studying the feasibility of building 
a pipeline to .channel gas from AI 
Risheh to Amman , foe King Said. 

Reviewing the broad range erf 
domestic issues such as water and 
electricity, agriculture, educa- 
tion, cultural Me, health services, 
infrastructure, foe King under- 
lined die major strides that Jor- 
dan had made in the past years. 
He noted that water and electric- 
ity are now reaching 97 per cent 
of the population and said initial 
work cm the A) Wahdah Dam on 
the Joidaman-Syrian border to 
exploit the water of Yannouk 
River was completed. Jordan is 
now coordinating With Syria to 
follow up research and complete 
the project, “which has now 
reached foe financing stage?*- \ ‘ 
Following are other highlights 
of the King’s speech: 

The government remains com- 
mitted to giving special attention 
to the Armed Forces and enabl- 
ing it to defend foe Kingdom 
from external threats. 

The government will also spare 
ik) effort to support the various 
security agencies to ensure “the 
supremacy of law and order,” 
and assure the citizens “of their 
safety and protection of their 
Jives and property.” 

Jordan will continue to uphold 
its faith in the principles of hn- 
man rights, public liberty and the 
protection of national security. 

The Kberafisatkm process that 
was launched earlier this year led 
to “free opinion and the free 
word, freedom of thought and 
expression, to prove pubhdy, and 
without fear or hesitation, their 


sound and presence in our socie- 
ty, press, media and in private 
and public meetings.” 

The total income in foreign 
currency generated from tbe 
phosphate, fertiliser and potash 
resources of Jordan is expected to 
be $600 milli on. 

Tbe government is working on 
laws governing foe work of com- 
mercial agents and middlemen in 
the industrial sector as well as 
other aspects of industry and spe- 
cifications and measurements. It 
will encourage the establishment 
of a society for consumer protec- 
tion.. 

Reducing the ifafirit in the cur- 
rent account in tbe balance of 
payment is a priority for tbe 
government, which hopes to 
achieve the goal of a balanced 
account by 1993. 

. Jordan’s exports have gone up 
since the beginning of this year 
and tourism is also witnesang a 
marked improvement Controls 
on imports will continue and en- 
couragement will be given to ex- 
porters. 

Tbe government has been suc- 
cessful in rescheduling a large 
part of its foreign debt repay- 
ments for the years 1989 and 1990 
and will ensure that foreign debts 
do not readi levels which the 
economy cannot service. 

Tbe Central Bank of Jordan 
has been successful in its en- 
deavours to replenish a large part 
of .foe Kingdom's foreign curren- 
cy reserves. The King paid tribute 
to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, 
foe United Arab Emirates, 
Oman, Qatar and the Emirate of 
Dubai for their financial “assist- 
ance (which) contributed enor- 
mously to rectifying tbe ■ritnarinn 
and containing the damage.” 

An institutional framework will 
be worked out to address poverty 
and unemployment through set- 
ting up productive income-gener- 
ating projects. A fund will be 
launched to counsel job seekers 
and provide them with easy-term 
loans to start feasible projects. 

The ad mini str a tive efficiency 
of the government and its various 
departments will be raised to be 
compatible with the requirements 
of development plans. A compre- 
hensive project on admin i s t ra tive 
reform wiD be implemented over 
the next three years. 


Arar elected speaker 


(Continued from page V 

activities to ensure proper execu- 
tion of decisions and tbe protec- 
tion of citizens’ rights as stipu- 
lated by tiie Constitution.” 

Arar called upon the House 
members to work together “to 
buBd.the spirit of compassion 
among ourselves to apply tbe 
articles of the Constitution and its 
spirit in all the different fields, 
mrf wKng die establish meat of 
political parties and freedom erf 
expression.” 

Following the election of 
speaker, foe House unanimously 
selected a 15-member panel to 
prepare the House’s reply to the 
speech from the Throne^ The 
panel, reflecting all tiie different 
political veins in Parliament, in- 
cluded Abdullah Nsoor, Ah AI 
Faqir, Abdul Latif Arabiat, 
Mo hammad Tarawneb, Qassim 
Obeidat, Jamal Haddad, 
Mohammad Abu Aleem, Saad 


Haiel AI Stout, Mansoor Murad, 
Ahmad Owekfi Abbadi, Ham- 
mam Sai’d, Mohammad Abu 
Fferis, Majid Khalifa, Abdul 
Munem Abu Zant and Yousef AI 
Atbem. 

Then the House elected two 
deputy speakers and two ass is ta nt 
speakers and concluded the day’s 
business. 

Faqir was elected as first depu- 
ty to Arar with 52 votes against 
Salameh AI Ghuwairi’s 27 with 
one ballot declared null and void. 

The second deputy speakership 
was won by Ziad Abu Mahfouz, 
who won 48 votes against 30 votes 
for Fawzi Shaker Tnahnah; two 
ballots wer Wank. 

Four deputies competed for foe 
two assistant positions, which' 
were won by Naif Abu Tayeh, 58 
votes; Abdul Salam Freihat, 56 
votes, while Ibrahim AI Ghabab- 
sheh got 25 votes and Awni AI 
Basheer got only 20 votes. 


Senate deputy speakers 


^; An ItdfaBifihu entitled “Ultimo Mhmto” at the Royal Cultural 
v Centre fe80 pan. ■ 

■fr A Genian fBm entitled “Mhraa von Banfodm” at the Goethe 
Institute' — &06 pja. 


(Continued from page 1) 

tiie office of the prime minister, 
other than the c u rr en t prime 
minister Sharif Zrid. They are 
BabjatTalbomri, who also served 
as a former senator, Ahmad. 
Lawi, who was also a previous 
senator and speaker of the Upper 
House, and Ahmad- Obeidat, 
who previously held tiie position 
of chief of the General Intelli- 
gence Department. 

First woman senator 

For the first time in Jordan’s 
hfetn ry a woman, Lafla Sbaraf, 
was appointed as a legislator. 
Shazaf previously held the posi- 
tion of iphnoer erf information. 


Twelve of the appointed sena- 
tors served as f a r me r ministers, 
four have served as ambassadors, 
four former chiefs of the General 
Intelligence Department, three 
former senators and one deputy, 
two former commander-in-driefe 
of the Armed Forces as well as a 
former governor of foe Central 
Bank of Jordan, an advisor to His 
Majesty the King, and an indus- 
trialist, a businessman, a head of 
the court of appeals, a chief of tbe 
CSvfl Defence Department, a 
head erf the National Medical 
Institution, a union leader, a hu- 
man rights campaigner, a tribal 
chief, a president of a chamber of 
commerce and several intellec- 
tuals. 






His Majesty King Snasdn Monday meets members of Parliament (Petra photo) 

Rumblings In the aisles of Parliament 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Tribal leaden, 
bearded Muslim men, liberal 
thinkers, students, army, 
police, diplomats and foe press 
converged Monday on the 
domed Parliament building for 
foe convening of Jordan’s 
eleventh Parliament after a 15- 
month hiatus. 

The over-crowded assembly 
was b u zz in g with excitement 
waiting to hear His Majesty 
King Hussein’s speed) cm foe 
general policies of the country. 
But that excitement was in- 
termingled with exasperation, 
especially for those who could 
not find anywhere to sit. A 
diplomat said, “it is obvious that 
whoever passed out the invita- 
tions overlooked the seating 
capacity of foe Parliament 
House.” 

However, Secretary-Gener- 
al of the Parliament Hani 
Kh»ir explained that everyone 
had a seat and the appropriate 


number of invitations were 
issued but “the fact that sea- 
ting was done during a short- 
period erf time contributed to 
this.” 

“Tbe dignitaries should 
have entered first and then the 
seating should have been done 
slowly,” Khair told tiie Jordan 
‘Times. He said that there were 
approximately 500 seats set up 
on tbe floor to accommodate 
the extra guests but they were 
not filled. “This has never hap- 
pened before.” he added. 

• Informed sources said at 
least 3,000 invitation cards 
were distributed. The regular 
seating capacity of foe cham- 
ber is about 1,000 and an addi- 
tional 1,000 chan* were lined 

2 j> behind the regular rows. 

ut at least 400 people had to 
contend with standing space. 

As the time neared to when 
the Kmg was to deliver his 
traditional speech from foe 
Throne, many people were still 
searching for somewhere to sit 
or even stand. One frustrated 
citizen saw one empty seat 


near foe front of foe balcony 
section and almost jumped on 
it. As be was about to get 
comfortable, a Pa rliam ent offi- 
cial told him the seat was re- 
served, he retired to budge. 
The official screamed: “I will 
call foe police and have yon 
removed.” Needles to say the 
man moved. 

Even well-kaown personali- 
ties and diplomats had difficul- 
ties finding their seats although 
sections were reserved for spe- 
cial groups such as diplomats 
and foe press. 

At a ppro x i mately 10:10, the 
thunder of the 21-gun salute 
was beard in the Parliament 
buildmg over the multitude of 
voices, a signal to the anxious 
crowd that foe King had ar- 
rived. 

It was a disappointment for 
many of those who would have 
liked to watch foe ceremonial 
greeting that foe King was 
given upon his arrival; anyone 
who dared to leave his/her seat 
to go outside foe chamber 


risked losing the seat, not to 
mention tiie hazardous task of 
manoeuvring through the 
crowds that thronged the aisles 
and corridors. 

According to witnesses, tbe 
King was greeted with the 21- 
gun shhite and a guard of hon- 
our with the accompaniment of 
musk played by tire anned forces 
hand. Then, he proceeded to tbe 
protocol room awaiting word 
from the secretary-general of 
Parliament that tbe chamber was 
ready for the King to deliver his 
speech. 

At 10:15 the King walked 
into foe assembly hall in full 
ceremonial uniform to loud ap- 
plause and cheer. He bowed 
before the audience and took 
his place at the p odium . In the 
next 50 minutes, he read out 
foe prepared 39-page Arabic* 
language speech (29 pages in 
English) interrupted thrice by 
loud applause and twice by two 
citizens cheering Him and 
wishing him long life. 





ON-LINE 

A new service by the Arab Bank 

Automated Teller Machine (ATM) 

you can now conduct the following 
banking operations by using the ATM Card 




Draw cash up to JD 400 from 
your account. 

Deposit (cash or cheque) in 
any of your accounts or the 
account of another person . 

Demand to know the balance 
of your deposits and obtain a 
summarised account state- 
ment. 

Demand a detailed account 
statement. 

Pay electricity bills by debiting 
your account 

Direct transfer of deposits 
from your account to others in 
any of the Arab Bank 
branches in Jordan . 

Request a cheque book. 





The ATM ser vice is now available at the 
following branches: 

• Marka 

• Abdali 

• Jabal Hussein 

• Fifth Circle 

• Bayader Wadi Seer 

• Shmeisani 

• King Faisal Street 

• Jordan Intercontinental Hotel. 

• Ashrafieh 

• jubeiha 

• Gardens 

• Zarqa 

• Irbid 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT ANY OF OUR BRANCHES 
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Confident of a 
brighter future 

HIS MAJESTY’S speech Cram the throne to the two Houses 
of the Parliament Monday was dearly inspired by the 
Kingdom’s deep pride Id Its heritage and motivated by its 
unshaken confidence in Us future. For the friends of Jordan 
the speech came as an added confidence building Moc that 
promises expanded strength and prosperity to the country 
and a renewed vigour to cope with the ever increasing 
challenges and dangers that lie ahead. For the enemies of the 
country, the speech came as a big disappointment for they 
were wagering aD along on the collapse of the Kingdom 
under the strain of a mnttHnde of economic and political 
threats orchestrated by them. In fact the biggest setback to 
all parties which placed their bet on a weakening Jordan 
was the voluntary choke of the road of democracy by 
Jordan to deal with the dangers and challenges placed at the 
footsteps of the country. Accordingly the strongest irrefut- 
able evidence that Jordan is even more robust than ever was 
its free and deliberate choke to expand the process of 
dranocrafisatioiL Only weak countries and nations that lack 
seif-confidence would shim democratisation. Seen in this 
fight, ffis Majesty Ring Hussein's speech to the nation is a 
living vindication of Jordan’s confidence in its future and 
pride of its past 

Equally relevant is ffis Majesty’s assurances that the 
on-going process of expanded demoaTrtfcafion wiD not stop 
where it has honourably reached in the 1989 parliamentary 
dwtiiwn *bnt rather it wiD be farther consolidated and 
bolstered by the wfaMMimHit of political parties on the 
foundation of the envisaged national ' pact. Likewise Jor-. 
dan’s graduation from its econamk and fecal Us with flying 
colours as subst an tiated by the King’s speech, wiH also 
fortify the economy of the country. Whether it is the 
discovery of natural gas in commercial quantities, as King 
Hussein has informed the people of Jordan, or the vast 
improvement in the Jordan’s balance of payment or the 
strengthening of exchange rate of Jordan’s c u rrency, 
Jordan is once again on its feet against formidable odds 
some of which at least were artificially induced by those who 
conspired to undermine the Kingdom’s stability and well- 
being. 

These were some of the central points in ffis Majesty 
King Hussein’s speech from the throne Monday on the 
occasion of the opening of the first session of the Eleventh 
.Parliament. As a matter of fact Jordanians of all walks of 
life have always had tremendous confidence in the ability of 
their country to surmount the conspiracies and hardshipi 
that were put in its path. Still, King Hussein’s words to the 
country came as an added proof that the future of the 
Kingdom is indeed strong and bright. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

An three Jordanian Arabic dailies on Monday discussed the 
opening of Parliament by His Majesty King Hnssein, ontfining die 
heavy responsibility awaiting die deputies in the coming stage. Al 
RaT Arabic daily said that King Hussein win usher in toe coming 
democratic stage in Jordan’s life with a speech from toe throne in 
which he win provide the gmdelmes for toe government and the 
representatives of the Jordanian people. The opening of Parlia- 
ment, following the Nov. 8 elections, is a major event in the life of 
Jordan after a break of 22 years of parliamentary rule as the 
deputies confront a formidable task represented in toe economic 
problems and toe need for reform, said toe paper. It noted that 
every citizen now realises the great challenges faring his country 
and the need for serious work on the part of toe executive as well 
as the legislative authorities in dealing with the situation. Such 
question as unemployment, the education process, excessive 
consumption and other matters related to toe economy are on the 
mind of all people all the time and awaiting solutions from the 
deputies in Parhament. Everybody realises that there should be a 
look towards the future and there should be a stron g national 
unity and serious endeavours if any of toe aspirations are to be 
met, continued Al Ra’i. Therefore it said, cooperation is required 
on the part of aD those in responsible positions and the citizens at 
large; and public awareness is needed in the Jong march towards 
maintainig toe momentum' of development. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily on Monday points to the 
Israeli adamant position with regard to the Palestine problem and 
questions the wisdom cm the part of the Arab League for 
postponing a council meeting to review the situation in the Middle 
East. Abdul Rahim Omar says that Shamir has visited the United 
States, France and Italy to peddle his ideas abont elections and 
Israel’s stance, and was rebuffed in most of his mission due to the 
big contrast in the views of the American, French and Italian 
governments on the one hand and the Israli government on the 
other. The writer notes that the Arab League meeting was 
necessary, but unfortunately has been put off at the request of 
only two foreign ministers. The meeting was needed to review the 

S )spects following Israel’s rejection of FLO'S views and 
the new situation resulting from Shamir’s tour. What 
League is concerned about Shamir’s outright rejection 
of any withdrawal from the occupied Arab lands, which in his 
words constitute a suicide for Israel, says the writer. The PLO had 
wanted the meeting to focus attention on this situation and to rally 
tiie Arab countries for a meaningful action to deal with Israel’s 
adamant position, Omar notes. He says that the Arab League 
ought to embark on serious studies of the situation with particular 
attention to Israel’s refusal to swap land for peace. 

Sawt Al Shaab Arabic daily bailed the opening of Parliament in 
Jordan as signalling a new era in toe country’s march towards 
enhancing the pillars of democracy and opening the way for more 
freedoms for the Jordanian people. The speech from toe throne is 
expected to remind toe people of Jordan of various achievements 
accomplished by the Kingdom over the past years and to remind 
the deputies of their duty to maintain toe momentum of 
development and lead toe country to further progress, said the 
paper. 


Avoid a void at Europe’s heart 


By Pierre Leflouche 

ONCE tiie lights , of the Berlin 
festival are turned off, the joy 
and emotion of tiie German fami- 
ly reunion wfll soon give way to 
worry about toe future. Not only 
the Germans, but Europe as a 
whole as well as the two super- 
powers, will have to decide what 
land of Europe will be rebuilt on 
the rubble of tiie wall.* 

The Iron Curtain and toe 
forced partition of the continent 
had put an end — temporarily — 
'to Europe’s fundamental geopoli- 
tical question of the past three 
centuries, namely how to cope 
with the weight of German pow- 
ers at the centre of to continent 
So while everyone in Western 
Europe and toe United States 1 - 
offered official support for the 
goal of “reunification" of our 
German brothers, everyone was 
also quite content with a states 
quo that successfully assured 
peace and stability in the conti- 
nent 

Just as most Asian countries 
stffl carry a deep scar left by 
Japanese occupation and worry 
abont toe rebirth of Japanese 
military power, so the collective - 
memory of most Europeans is 


still extremely sensitive to the 
idea of a luge. Ge rman state 
which neither France, Britain or 
Russia could counterbalance any 
more successfully in tiie future 
than they did in the past The 
respected German president, 
Richard von Weizsaecker, under- 
stood it well when he wrote a few 
years ago that “overcoming parti- 
tion. does not mean unification... 
For toe former we will find 
understanding almost everywhere 
and for die latter almost no- 
where. Most Europeans dislike 
the wall about as ranch as they do 
the idea of a large German state 
in the centre of Europe.” 

Tkrigktof8df-det(raiiratii» 

In part to defuse these fears, 
most political leaders in Bonn 
insist that state reun ification, 
although s u ppo rte d by 80 per 


cent of the West Germans, is not 
tiie issue, nor is it the only scenar- 
io for the future. What is at stake, 
they insist, is the right of self- 
determination of the East Ger- 
man people and the reunification 
of the nation rather than the 
state. To a certain extent, of 
course, tins is true; the popular 
movement which toppled the 
East German regime and led to 


the collapse of the wall was at no 
tnw*. a nationalistic one; it did not 
express an urge to join West 
Germany, but tiie irrepressible 
dawn to basic rights such as toe 
right to elect one’s representa- 
tives, to speak cot,' to travel More- 
over, it is by no means dear tint 
Moreover, it is by no means dear 
East Germans would continue to 
flee «n masse into West Germany 
if tiie German Democratic Re- 
public were to be truly reformed 
with a freely elected government 
and multiparty system. 'And if 
one is to believe recent polls, a 
majority of East Germans prefers 
two German states to a reunified 
one. 

So why worry, then? If indeed 
tote GDR is going to reform itself, 
as now seems to be the case under 
the new Krenz-Modrow govern- 
ment, then one would have the 
best possible outcome for every- 
body: democracy in both German 
states, an open border between 
them, but still two separate states 
which would reassure Germany’s 
neighbours against the fears of a 
“Fourth Reach.” The Eure 


would continue to have the 
Germans play a con s truct i ve role 
in the Community and each of the 
superpowers would continue to 


rdy on “its” Germany as the 
cornerstone of the two alliance 
systems: NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact 

This dearfy is the preferred 
scenario of Gorbachev, Bush, 
Defoes, Mitterrand and probably 
most, if not all, of toe other 
European leaders. But is it really 
what the Germans want fru them- 
selves? And how real is tiie dis- 
tinction between the reunification 
of the state and the reunification 
of the nation? 

Even with two formally sepa- 
rate governments, two Germanys 
that are democratic and capitalis- 
tic will, de facto, inevitably be- 
came one. The East German 
province wiD become another 
Ba varia, with regional differences 

but an integral part of a German 
entity. So whatever its legal for? 
mat, we are likely to have at the 
centre, of Europe a tremendously 
powerfhl German federation or 
confederation comprising 80 mil- 
lion (a quarter of all the people in 
all western Europe), with a GNP 
nearly equal to that of Ftance and 
Britain combined and with die 
most powerful army on the conti- 
nent except for the USSR). 


Eradicating demons 

How tomorrow’s Germans wfll 
use their power is, of course, the 
big question. Wffl they, in Chan- 
cellor Kohl’s words, “assume or 
refuse their European response 
bffity?” It is by no means dear, 
for instance, that the EEC as we 
know it w£Q survi ve m 
its present form. The Co mmon^ 
ity*s founding father* conceived 
the EEC as a means to anchor the 
newly created FRG in the West 
and eradicate the de mons of Ger- 
jpaw nationalism Ire offering, the 
new generation of Germans a 
“European identity" instead. 
This vision was bound to fail, if 
only because nations remain na- 
tions especially when they are 
divided. So today tire Comm unity 
.will have to face for the first tone 
the existential question ofits own 
future: can it remain only a drib 
of West European democracies, 
leaving half of Germany and half 
of Europe outside, or. must it 
evolve into a wider but necessari- 
ly looser grouping that would 
comprise nations from both the 
West and East? And if it chooses 
the latter course, wiQ it be domin- 
ated by German economic and 


— anew version 
Empire, , so to 


of tiie 
speak? 

The same i _ 
future of the two 
terns. NATO and toc Waisaw. 
Fact could surviveasfeng as fhey 
were anchored by tiroseparatt 
German states, .each ynUmg.-tp-- 
have large, foreign arnues aud 1 
large., numbers of- -nuclear? 
weapons stationed cmthefrsoiL 
But when most ofthose troops 
and weapons are gone as a remit . 
of disarmament, aren’t fac two 
aniawnw doomed? 

And if so, what are we-^ 
have at toe centre. 

Instead of the mqfeasaM 
stable situation of twb military 
alliances, we may face a huge 
strategic void in which Europe’s' 
old problems of bordeisand: 
e thni c min orities wfllriseagamto; 
threaten peace from .toe Oiter- * 
Neissc to Moldavia to the Baltic ; - 
States. The task vre-nem bnyetp: 
face — 1 Germans; other Euro- 
peans, Americans and Soviets— 
is to avoid trading the Yalta 
system of 1945 for toe Balkan : 
problems of 1914. This will re- 
quire vision and wisdom . on the : - 
part of everyone — Newsweek. 



NATO 

prepares 

to bid 
cold war 

farewell 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Retuer 

BRUSSELS — Shaken by a 
series of political earthquakes in 
Eastern Europe, NATO is having 
to look again at military strategies 
and planning that have fanned 
tiie bedrock of Western defence 
for decades. 1; 

Publicly, the North , Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
stiQ insists that its 16 members 
must keep up their guard in a 
tune of instability and not cut 
back on defence. 

But prospects for more arms 
control, less money for national 
defence budgets and rapid 
changes beyond what was once 
the iron ontain are makmgoffici- 
als and diplomats at the aflianofc’s 
Brussels headquarters wonder 
bow long tins view can Last. 

“Ways of Thinking and plan- 
ning that we took for granted for 
years will have to be looked at 
again,” said one senior NATO 
official, who asked not to be 
identified. 

“It will be a long-term process, 
covering everything from the role 
of nuclear weapons to bow we 
develop and procure weapons 
and how we use them on the 
battlefield,” he said. 

Change in Eastern Europe has 
robbed NATO of tiie unpleasant 
certainties of the cold war. While 
no one here is suggesting that 
every sword should be beaten 
into a ploughshare, cracks are 
begummg to appear in long- 
standing milita ry rihiln wrmhv- 

Those cracks are HkeJy to be a 
major topic for a series of top- 
level’ NATO discussions starting 
on Nov. 28-29 \fith a defence 
ministers’ meeting in Brussels. 

Take the keystone of NATO’s 
European defence — that a mix 
of conventional and nuclear 
forces should be maintained close 
to the Warsaw Pact’s borders to 
deter aggression. 

After a fierce internal debate, 
the alliance has agreed to decide 
by 1992 whether to replace the 
ageing Lance short-range nuclear 
missile, based largely' in frontline 
West Germany. Bonn has 
opposed deployment in the face 
of London and Washington. 

But tiie promise of reform in 
East Germany, the country on 
winch such missiles would prob- 
ably fall, has made it unlikely that 
such a weapon would ever be 
deployed. 

“The way it looks now, the 
follow-on to f-ancift missil e cannot 
be deployed in Europe,” said one 
senior NATO official with a 
knowledge of nuclear affairs. 
Unfortunately for NATO milit- 
ary planners, both the conven- 
tional force cuts envisaged under 
East-West negotiations in Vienna 
and the prospect of less money 
for the tools of war are going to 
cause major headaches. 

What is more, U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney said last 
week that the mifitary threat from 
the Warsaw Pact was at the 
fewest level since the end of 
World War II and that U-S. arms 
spending would be trimmed until 
at least 1995. 


Since die United States, with 
forces of around 300,000 in 
Europe, is the biggest single con- 
tributor to the alliance, other 
countries are Hkely to follow 
Washington’s lead. 

Some European governments 
have already signalled that it will 
be djfftenfr to main tain, defence 
spending levels when their people 
are carnetfcona tide of euphoria 
about Eastern Europ e. 

“The outcome of CEE (con- 
ventional forces in Europe talks), 
and whatever further cats mi ght 
follow on, wfll mean changes in 
defence planning,” said one offi- 
cial. 

“Lower levels of forces means 
that we have to be more mobile 
and more efficient to cover the 
same ground.” 

Another question is bow the 
cuts can be achieved so Chat only 
older equipment is destroyed, to 
preserve efficiency. Alliance 
members may have to share out 
their best stuff. 

And bow is defence to be kept 
up with less money? 

“NATO will simply have to do 
what it has talked abont doing for 
years — it wiD have to harmonise 
its forces, standardise more 
equipment and generally get 
much mare for much less,” the 
official said. 

While the Warsaw Pact has 
enjoyed the mflftaxy advantages 
of central planning and standard 
production lines. NATO has 
struggled — and largely failed — to 
overcome touchy * questions of 
national interest among its mem- 
bers. 

This means that choosing ev- 
erything from a radar system to a 
fighter becomes a diplomatic 
nightmare. NATO members are 
keen to protect their own arms 
industries that employ thousands. 
of people. The result is often 
wasted money and duplicated 
effort 

NATO has tried to set up joint 
projects to develop, among other 
things, a frigate, a new fighter 
and missile systems. Bat lack of^ 
funding from par ticipants and * 
squabbling about who designs 
and makes which parts have 
caused immense problems. 

“There’s not a major project 
that isn’t in trouble,” said one 
official with detailed knowledge 
of the plans. 

One idea being informally flo- 
ated at the moment is that the 
alliance could set np more perma- 
nent multi-national units, based 
on a greater standardisation of 
equipment and under alliance 
rather than national control. 

With the pace of political' 
change in Europe so rapid, de- 
fence plamring wiD also have to 
be more flexible and responsive 
to changing needs, officials say. 

No one is rash enough to try to 
predict how NATO’s forces and 
strategy wfll look in 10 yean. 

“There aren’t going to be any 
sudden shifts in alliance strategy. 
We don’t work Kke that/ - 
one diplomat. “But we’re 
to have to start laying the 
work for some of these 
and pretty soon.” 


After and before West Bank 



By Joel Greenberg 

£n the following article, reprinted from the Israeli newspaper. The 
Jerusalem Post, toe writer paints a post-etecdon scenario in the 
West Bank (in italics), then goes on to analyse the political 
landscape in the occupied territories that would lead to such a 
scenario. 



IT WAS A troubling victory for 
supporters of the pragmatic main- 
stream in toe PLO. Although 
they had won a solid majority m 
toe West Bank elections, sagmfr- 
cant by the Islamic fun- 
damentalist Hamas movement 
cast an unsettling shadow over 
their celebrations. 

Contrary to many predictions, 
Hamas won about 25 per cent of 
tire West Bank vote, and made 
even larger gams in the Gaza 
Strip. A combined Hst of Fatah 
and toe Democratic Front for toe 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
garnered about 65 per cent of the . 
West Bank vote. The Palestinian 
left, including the Popular Front , 
for t he Liberation of Palestine • 
(PFLP) and toe Communist Par- \ 
ty, won about 10 , per cent 

Faisal Hassehri, who headed 
the combined Fatab/DFLP hst, 
emerged strengthened. Us lead- 
ersbip legitimised by popular sup- 
port. Immediately after toe re- 
sults were announced, he began 
consultations with activists of the 
PFLP, the Communist Party and 
Hamas to put together a broad 
coalition whose members would 
be part of a self-governing 
Palestinian administr ation in toe 
territories. 

The contacts, however, proved 
toffifca/t, and personal and politic- 
al differences hampered toe 
/bnnatkm of the coalition. 

The elections had been marred 
by violent confrontations bet- 
ween supporters of competing 
factions, and the tough coalition 
talks involving the first-ever dis- 
tribution of posts, real power and 
responsibility tbreatend to col- 
lapse under toe weight of person- 
al and ideological fends. Factious 
waged a graffiti war, and ooca- 
skmal street-fights erupted be- 

At stake here i was no lesstilim 
toe first tangible gains of the 
intifada: concrete administrative 
control over funds and resources, 
over regional development, and 
health, education and social wel- 
fare policies. The first-ever 
Palestinian administration was 
about to be established, the 
embryo of a possible future state, 
and everyone wanted a chunk of 
power and influence. 

Even within his own main- 
stream group, Hussein/ was 
threatened by a mutiny by prom- 
inent PLO-backers in Nablus ami 
the northern West Bank, who 
balked at toe dominan t lead. 
ersbip role be had assumed with 
other East Jerusalem figures. 
Leaflets criticising tire “ corrup- 
tion ” of the Jerusalem-based 
mainstream PLO leadership, an 
occasional phenomenon before 
toe elections, were issued with 
increasing frequency, especially 
in Nablus. 

A HARBINGER, perhaps, of 
tins post-election scenario was a 
little-noticed but significant dash 
reported this month at tiie West 
Bank village of Safa, in the 
Ramallah area. According to 
accounts from the village, sup- 
porters of Fatah and tiie Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine fought m a knife-battle, leav- 
ing a Fatah activist dead, and two 
of his opponents wounded. 

lire killing of 24-year-old 
Mohammad Falaneh was the first 
slaying reported during the intifa- 
da in a politically-motivated dash 
between rival Palestinian fac- 
tions. Palestinian spokesmen la- 
ter tried to depict the battle as a 
family fend sparked by a car 
accident, and noted that the com- 


batants were members of rival 
families. But the mterventioa of 
top community leaders to defuse 
tensions indicated that this was 
more than just a blood-feud. 

Arab Studies Society head 
Faisal Hnsseahi, identified with 
F atah, and Ramallah priest Odeh 
Rantisi, identified with the 
Palestinian left, arrived at 
Falaneh’s funeral to help calm 
tempers. Al Bireh lawyer Jamil 
Tariff was abo reported to have 
been 'involved in mediation 
efforts. 


and Palestinians in tie diaspora 
for whom regaining the territories 
is not enough, since they have no 
special attachment' to the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, but to their 
homes in pre-1948 Palestine. A 
rift could open between the 
Palestinian leadership in the terri- 
tories pushing for a settlement to 
remove the excruciating burden 
of occupation, and a Palestinian 
leadership abroad hamstrung by 
its militan ts and diaspora consti- 
tuency who still dream of total 
liberation of their land. 

Faced with all these dangers, 
prominent Palestinians in tiie ter- 
ritories prefer to talk now of 
subsu min g elections in a “poKtio- 
al process” that addresses a wider 
range of issues, mchufirig Israeli 
withdrawal, an international 


from a trip to the' U.S. in which 
he outlined a scheme for building 
grass-roots Palestinian self-gov- 
ernment in the territories. The 
proposal, aired at a Washfegunf 
conference of Arab- American, 
university graduates, talks aboat 
unilateral action under the 
umbrella of a Palestinian pro- 
visional government abroad, bat 
does not mention elec tions/- . . 

Though Nusseibeh maintains 
that elections are possible as part 
of the diplomatic process, tote 
in tandem with state- 
on tiie ground, baflotmg 
is not the top item cm bis agenda.- 
What he proposes is that the 
Pales tinians Start h trildtng tfwt 
own “National Authority" 
through declaration of a pro- 
visional government, whose 


UtASC 





Hnsseim, Rantisi and Tariff 
acted on behalf of a newly formed 
'‘reconciliation committee” of 
kadingpubfic figures, established 
to mediate dashes between rival 
factions which have erupted in 
several locations in recent weeks. 

The seriousness with which the 
local Palestinian leadership takes 
this violence was evident in tire 
latest leaflet of the Unified 
National Leadership, which cal- 
led for a hah to “partisan, reli- 
gious and ftunfly fends.” 

The latest internecine violence, 
not directed this time at alleged 
“collaborators,” bat pitting rival 
political factions against each 
other, may be part of the reason 
why “ejections” is not a subject 
that Palestinian opinion-makers 
in the West Bank warm to. 

An open, free-wheeling cam- 
paign, m which rival PLO and 
Mamie fundamentalist factions 
compete in the streets for control 
of Palestinian hearts and minds, 
coaid be an ideal breeding- 
ground for even more political 
violence . The balloting could pro- 
duce victories for the fun- 
damentalists, undermining the 
PLO’s claim to exclusive repre- 
sentation of the Palestinians. 
With a wide pro-PLO consensus 
already achieved, why open a 
Pandora's box that could only 
aggravate internal discord? 

The emergence of a locally 
elected negotiating team could 
create another major problem 
glossed over today by prominent 
figures In the territories. Election 
of a local Palestinian leadership 
could give unprecedented legi- 
timacy to tiie political agenda of 
residents of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip: moving speedily to 
end the occupation of the terri- 
tories, perhaps through a com- 
promise deal with IsraeL 

Such a compromise mi ght be 
unacceptable to PLO militants 


peace conference, interim 
arrangements for Palestinian self- 
government — all Iearfing to in- 
dependence. 

The current focus of this “poli- 
tical process” is the proposed 
Israek-Palestinian dialogue. The 
' dialogue itself, and who mil par- 
ticipate in it, has become the 
centre of attention, obscuring the 
original intent of nang the talks 
to promote an election process in 
the territories. 

The more Palestinians look at 
the current diplomatic efforts, the 
more some ask the following 
questions: With all the energy 
co n ce n t r ated now on choosing 
acceptable Palestinian nego- 
tiators, who needs elections? 
Once agreed representatives are 
found to participate in talks, why 
risk a divisive political contest in 
the tenitories? Let the chosen 
negotiato rs approved by the 
PLO and with wide popular con- 
sensus — be the Palestinians.’ 
representatives in the coming di- 
plomatic discussions. 

Seen from this Palestinian pers- 
pective, tiie government's prop- 
osal to elect negotiators from the 
tenitories is emptied of meaning. 
The negotiators wfll be agreed 
upon through complex. Amer- 
ican-mediated diplomacy,* and 
any f u t u re elections wiD only be 
part of a process of Israefi with- 
drawal and establishment of 
PLO-sanctioned self-government 
in the t erritori es. 

Ins tead of being a vehicle for 
replacing tiie PLO with alterna- 
tive Palestinian representatives 
(as intended by tiie government), 
elections will become part of a 
process in winch the PLO is a 
participant, providing the orga- 
msation wife local representa- 
tives legitimised by popular vote. 

Birzeit Urrivenoty professor 
Sari Nussetbeb, a leading PaJesti- 
nian thinker, returned recently 


ministers would be drawn from 
the PLO executive c»uumtteei>ut 
whose bureaucracy would be 
manned and directed-. by 
thousands of Palestinians in the 
territories, the Mela is ‘toflalrial 
autonomy” in reverse: instead of 
Israel matallwig. a Palestinian gov- 
erning administration,.. the. 
Palestinians wfll set one np.by 
themselves. 5 of. . . 

The aim, Nusseibeh say*, is to 
provide an over-ar rhmg stn i/mre 
winch will give coherence and 
direction to the. m yriad 'manrnt-." 
tees and m nimmwfy nLC f i f n ribOg 
that have come to control various 
aspects of Palestinian- life d u rin g 
the intifada. Pales tinians working 
in education, health and serial 
services will be de clar ed em- 
ployees of the Palestinian govern- 
ment, and pr omine nt- political 6- ' 
g°res in the territories' dm be. 
appointed bead of govtxmneat 
departments. 

Israefi attempts to.axrest lead- 
ers of the new Palestinian admi- 
nistration wfll either be over come 
by the appointment of substitute 
leaders, or thwarted by the sheer ; 
numbers of Palestinians -"em- 
ployed in tins newly declared : 
Palestinian " — ' 


- fri 


actual operation of such aasawr 
nistration will be repeatisHy 
blocked by Israel, moves to set u . 

iq> will be another step forward in 

state- building and far mi ng an ofc 
dap^mdeut infrastrutfure, ; winch 
should be the proper focus of die,, 
upristiig, in Nossabeh’s view. : .- 

Nusseibeh doesn’t iufe &fir 

elections, but for huh, and other 
Palestinian leadens; they are a 
secondary matter,- contingent o® 
■tire resolution of .-more : frm*’ 
damental issues, such as the PLO 
role in negotiating a setfiementi. 
and the sbapesucaa settkmetrt .. 
should take. - • 
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The scarf affair 




. . By Lffiane Lender 

LEILA AND FATIMA Acha- 
bonn and Samira SaM»^ are the 
most taJked-about school-ghis in 
France. For. two months they 
have been relegated to their 
school’s library, forbidden to 
attend classes or take part in any 
school activity. Since they tamed 
np on j tbe first day of term wear- 
mg headscarves, their teachers, 
supported by the headmaster, 
have refused to teach them unless 
- die giris remove the offending 

The Gahriel-Havez school in 
Oefl where they live stands in the 
heart, of the town's indostrial 
estate. ic*s a sad grey prefab, pot 
up some 20 years go ns a tera-r 
porary measure and still servicing 
the needs of tins economically 
depressed smaQ town some 62km 
north of . Paris. The 82S yoongs- 
mis who attend the school are 
mainly children of immi g ran ts of 
over 25 diff ere nt nationalities. 
Today the school finds itself in 
the midst of a public debate 
which is shalrfng the foundations 
of Reach politics — stone say 
ethics — has split Mitterrand's 
Socialist Party down the middle 
and has put the questions of 
immigration and integration bade 
oo the agenda with a vengeance . 

Mr. Chenier e, the school's 
headmaster, is a practising 
Catholic of Martinican origin, a 
freemason whose authoritarian 


methods do not endear him to his 
students. He is adamant that any 
open manifestation of religious or 
- cultural identity at school goes 
against the principles of secular 
state education. To Ins credit, 
Chemere did attempt a concilia- 
tory gesture when he suggested 
that the three adolescents could 
wear their scarves at school out- 
side dass hours. 

The girls insist that it is their 
fundamental right to wear their 
scarves at all times, just as some 
of their fellow students wear 
skullcaps or die cross. They say 
they do not understand why their 
headmaster is so intent on perse- 
. curing them when 20 Jewish stu- 
dents do not attend school on 
Saturdays, a normal part of the 
school week in France. Con- 
fronted with this, Cheniere re- 
torts that there are some differ- 
ences that are more salient than 
others. Let them wear their 
scarves at home, lie adds; this 
school is French and secular. 

“The “Affair of the Scarf”, as 
it has become known, has taken 
the French media by storm. In 
the past month, not a day has 
gone by without national news- 
papers devoting reams of print to 
the issue, asking in big headlines , 
as Le Point put it, “Should we let 
Islam colonise onr schools?” 

The left-leaning weekly Le 
Notzvel Obscrva teur has invited 
anthropologists, philosophers of 
many persuasions, feminists 


(mostly French) and Muslim in- 
tellectuals (men) to pronounce 
dieir verdicts. OpmionpoBs have 
been taken by Le Figaro and 
L’Evenement du Jeudi, with 
wildly differing results, readers 
have been encouraged to write 
and religions leaders of all shades 
have been called upon to give the 
benefit erf their wisdom. Today in 
France, file Koran is die flavour 
of die day as “specialists^ tfjssrrt 
its verses and explain the myster- 
ies of Islam to die lay masses. 

Yet it remains that, for the first' 
time jn is years and rnyf. the 
controversy over abortion, opin- 
ions are divided so haphazardly 
that traditional political alliances 
have ceased to operate. No soon- 
er had the Minister of Education, 
Lionel Jospin, stated that the 
scarves could not be a motive for 
excluding the girls from school 
than the teachers’ union, tradi- 
tionally dose to the Socialist Par- 
ty, called him a traitor and 50 erf 
lus deputies signed a petition 
publicly disaffiliating themselves 
from Ids lin e and asking for Ids 
resignation. They found them- 
selves rubbing shoulders with 
right-wing MPs, the same who in 
1984 organised a minion-strong 
demonstration in support of pri- 
vate schools and for the right of 
the parents to choose, and who 
today declare themselves staunch 
s u pp ort ers of the state secular 
education system. 

Mme Mitterrand’s support of 


the girls, in the name of respect of 
religious cultures within the 
bounds of seculaxity, brought an 
angry reaction from French 
feminists . Along with four other 
intellectuals, indudmg Regis De- 
bray, feminist writer Elisabeth 
Badhrter signed an open letter to 
Mr. Jospin, saying that the scarf 
is a symbol of Muslim women’s 
op p re ss ion and warning him not 
to capitulate. A compromise on 
this issue, they wrote, would 
ifamagf all that tfy. Fren ch Re- 
public has stood for since the 
Revolution. Remarkably, the 
voice of those primarily con- 
cerned by the issue, namely Arab 
women, bag been totally missing. 

Les Nanas Bears, an organisa- 
tion of women of North African 
descent, believe that the scarf 
battle has to be fought. “As Arab 
feminists of Muslim culture, we 
believe that fundamentalism in all 
its fo r m s is dange rous and that 
die scarf is oppressive,'’ said 
spokeswoman Souad Benani. 
fBut it should not be used as a 
pretext to exclude 12-or 13-year- 
old girls from school when it is 
precisely these secular schools 
that should offer them the oppor- 
tunity to learn, grow and make 
their own choices.” 

For her organisation, as weD as 
for SOS Rarismc, the mass move- 
ment of young French of immig- 
rant descent, this debate hides 
another agenda. What is really 
being debated, according to 



Fatima and Leila Achabotm, schoolgirls at the centre of fire crisis 


Hayat Boudjema. vice-president 
of SOS Radsme, is immigration 
and the integration of migrants 
and their children in French soci- 
ety. Already the oppos i tion has 
united to set np a working group 
cm immigration, with a view to 
formulating a new bill. Boudjema 
believes that the opposition par- 
ties are settling a score with the 
Socialist government and using 
die schoolgirls as a scapegoat. 

There’s more and more talk 
about the inability or unwilling- 
ness of the North Africans to 
adapt and conform. “This con- 
troversy has been tainted by rac- 
ism parading as a concern for the 


adolescents’ welfare,” says Boud- 
jema. 'The scarves are being 
used to fen the age-old fear of the 
Arab which has been dormant — 
simmering — since the Algerian 
war.” 

For her the real issne is the 
second generation’s right to 
education, but not any old educa- 
tion. “We are still being taught 
about ’our ancestors, the Gauls*. 
The history of our countries of 
origin in Africa, Asia or the Arab 
world has remained totally 
obliterated.” 

Boudjema, who is of Algerian 
descent, says she was totally 
shocked when she first heard erf 


the Affair of the Scarf. “When 
women in North Africa and the 
Arab world are struggling so hard 
for equality and respect, it is 
ironic that here in France a fun- 
damentalist minority is pushing 
them to conform to tradition. But 
we can’t sacrifice these girls on 
the altar of a sacrosanct secularity 
which, in my view, needs to be 
urgently redefined and adapted 
to a multiracial society. *’ 

As the debate goes on and the 
political parties bid for votes and 
support, Leila, Fatima and 
Sandra are still confined to the 
library. In the meantime, in the 


Paris suburb of Montfermeil, the 
mayor refused to.register children 
of immigrant descent in his 
town's primary school, declaring 
that he’d filled his quota of fore- 
ign children. Similarly, in the 
small town of Beaucaire in the 
South, a like-minded mayor re- 
fused to admit 40 new children of 
North African origin. When 
forced by the Inspectorate of 
Education to retract his decision, 
the good mayor refused them 
access to the school canteen, con- 
trolled by the municipal services. 
“As far as I’m concerned ” he 
said, “they don’t exist” — Guar- 
dian Women 
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Scientists combed the cosmos, 
but terra remained troubled in 1989 


. By Thomas Ginsberg 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Bfllioiis of dol- 

in 1989‘with proof of the* uni- 
verse's baric makeup and impor- 
tant discoveries in space, but 
some stubborn earthly problems 
will persist into the 1990s. 

AIDS research last year suc- 
ceeded' mainl y in illumina ting 
some mysterious aspects of the 
disease, while ecologists agreed 
that some' man-made environ- 
mental changes are inevitable in 
the next- century. 

Perhaps the most compelling 
event this year.. took place. 4 .5 
billion kilofnetrc s from earth. Af- 
ter a 12-year journey, die $865- 
tmTK tm Voyager 2 space probe 
sent home ns electronic impress- 
ions of neptune and its moons, in 
a finale to its journey around the 
solar system. It discovered three 
previously unknown rings and six 
moons around neptune, and 
photographed eruptions _on Nep- 
tune’s biggest moon, Triton. 

With that mission complete, 
Voyager 2 joined its twin. Voya- 
ger 1, to search for the edge of 
die solar system. After their plu- 
tonium generators foil in about 25 
years, each will drift among die 
stars, possibly for millions of 
years, carrying a record of sounds 
and sights from earth. 

Also in 1989, the U.S. space 
shuttle Atlantis launched the 
; to Venus and the 
probe to Jupiter. The 
Sonet Union sail- cosmonauts to 
re-occupy its Mir space station 
after a four-month break and 
reaped new data about Mars be- 
fore its Fhobos n probe was lost. 
The European space agency put 
np a star-tracking satellite around 
earth and the United States sent 
up an. orfaiter to study the um- 
veise’s evolution. 


Astronomers in the United 
States also announced discovery 
of the oldest and farthest object ' 
never found in the universe: a 
star-like body called a. quasar 
about 14 billion years old and 
about 131 trillion billion' 
kilometres from Earth. Scientists 
say its existence will force them to 
recalculate some assumptions ab- 
out the universe, thought to have 
formed 10 trillion to 20 trillion 
years ago in a gigantic explosion 
called the “big bang” 

Back, on earth, competing 
teams of scientists readied a 
nearly simultaneous conclusion 
about the ftimlamwital makeup 
of matter that could hdp.them 
understand the "“big bang,” how . 
stars are powered and even 
whether die universe could some- 
day collapse on itself. 

Using a giant atom smasher in 
the U.S. state of California and 
another built along the French- 
Swiss border, researchers con- 
cluded that particles of matter 
can be grouped into three fun- 
damental types, of “families.” 
These families determine bow 
matter is formed. 

The conclusion was posable 
only after completion of the two 
costly partide accelerators, in 
which tiny particles axe hurled 
into each other to create colli- 
sions that produce Z particles.' 
The super-heavy Z particles de- 
cay instantly into the fun- 
damental p articles, but until 1989 
scientists could not produce 
enough repetitious collisions to 
study the decaying Z particles. 

Decay might be the most 
appropriate word for the environ- 
ment last year, with many ecolog- 
ists agreeing that some epochal 
climatic shifts are inevitable. The 
result was that more researchers 
Last year began emphasising ways 
to adapt to the changes. 

Researchers say huge amounts 


of pollutants accumulating in die 
atmosphere appear to be acting 
like the glass roof of a greenhouse 
— letting in warm ing sunlight but 
preventing heat from escaping. 

Although the “greenhonse 
effect” isn’t proven, most scien- 
tists agree the planet will warm an 
average of 1.6 to 4.4 degrees 
Celsius in die 21st century. 

The most certain effect wiD be 
higher sea levels — because of 
melting ice and the greater 
volume of warmer water — that 
would put many low-lying coastal 
areas under water. 

Engineers are designing dikes, 
seawalls and . flood._gates of all 
types. Researdiers*me- studying 
ways to deflect rising tides from 
stripping channels, fish hatcheries 
and dr inking water supplies. 
Botanists are experimenting with 
crops that could survive in higher 
temperatures. 

AIDS continued to spread 1989, 
with officials estimating 6 million 
people worldwide will be ifl and 
18 million infected by the end of 
the 1990s. 


Paleontologists last year came up 
with a description of the henrer- 
asanxns, thought to "be oldest 
dinosaur. Scientists concluded 
the “dinosaur-type thing” stood 
about 2 metres, weighed about 136 
kilogrammes and roamed the 
Earth some 230 million years ago. 

In Nobel Prize work, Thomas 
Cedi and Sidney Altman, both 
Americans, won the Chenristy 
prize for discoveries about the 


genetic material RNA. American 
physicist Norman F. Ramsey was 
given half the physics prize for 
inventing a method of measuring 
tim e based on atomic energy. 
American Hans G. Dehmelt, a 
native of Germany, and Wolf- 
gang Paul, of West Germany, 
shared half of the physics prize 
for developing precise ways of 
trapping and studying particles. 

One compelling science claim 


of 1989 ended up doing little 
more than expose modern scien- 
ce’s egos and high stakes. 

Fusion, an atomic reaction that 
produces mud) more energy than 
it consumes, has been pursued for 
years as the panacea for the 
world’s energy needs. So it was 
no surprise that scientists Stanly 
Pons and Martin Fleiscbmann be- 
came sensations overnight when 
they in March to have 


achieved a controlled form of 
fosion in a glass beaker in their 
Utah laboratory. 

But the American and British 
researchers quickly became 
pariahs among their colleagues 
when no other scientists was able 
to recreate their findings. Com- 
peting fusion researchers criti- 
cised Pons and Fleischmann, who 
in turn accused detractors of 
jealousy and using shoddy scien- 


tific methods, the same charges 
they themselves faced. 

In October, researchers hoping 
to put the issue to rest confirmed 
only that some heat was gener- 
ated in the experiment, though 
most likely it was from fusion. 

“It is normal when you have a 
wonderful dream to accept the 
positive and suppress die nega- 
tive,” one said. “Everyone does 
it. Scientists are human, too.” 


Researchers in 1989 said they 
have lengthened the lifespan of a 
person with AIDS and have de- 
ciphered some fundamental 
aspects of the disease. But some 
drugs once thought to be promis- 
ing flopped last year. Tests ruled 
out safe use of Dextran S ulfa te 
and AL-721, a drug many AIDS 
patients had pushed for. 

One AIDS study last year 
brought bad but needed news: an 
immune system battling the 
AIDS virus actually may hasten 
its own death by disabling some 
of its own white Mood cells, the 
body’s natural disease fighters. 
The finding suggested that some 
of vaccine actually could 
tiie disease develop. 

In another field, a team of 
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For aU your: 

Packing, - 
- ■ Air Freight 1 FonrahHng, - 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation n e eds, 

please calk 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shine isani 
P.O. Box 7806 - 
Amman.- Jordan 
: Tel, 604676, 604696 



SrrUDlD HAIG 

.Professional 'Quality in • 

'1 Horn- Sendee . : " 

J>evek>p. your .-colour film at 
our shop arid-get:- - 

* JUMBO photo 
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*. Prom . enimrgm- 
20 X 30 


Shmeisarri - Opp. Grindlays 
. Bank.' Phone; 604042 • . 
;Swefieh tel: 8^8?! . " 





HfBAWlg 
Thefirst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istCiifcle, Jabai Amman, near 
. Ahliyyah Giris School 

TdnnnylimAaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

\6:30-NGdoight 

TeL 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Fuming pot is available 

Takmanvaymvm ttmhtm 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 

1&00 -2330 

WadrSaqra Road -near Traffic 


Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 661922 


/ CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeqtra for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight / 



CHINESE . 
RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN T0URISM0 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
&6’30pjn. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641693 



AL SABEEL 

HOTEL FLATS 


Tel. 630571 . P.O Box 2206 

I— Conveniently located behind 
the Turkish Embassy in Jabai 
Amman, 2nd Circle, with easy 
access to commercial centres 

I and tourist sites. 

— ideal for businessmen and 
visitors alike: 

— Comfortably furnished suites 
with self-catering facilities. T.V. 
and serviced daily. 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
' available 

Open Daily 12^50-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

{Alter the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ipwaids 3rd circle 


Tel;659519 659520 


Iluncha dinner / 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


Sandi Real Estate 
687821/22 


TAHBOUB BROTHERS 


House Hold 
Appliances 


% 


Magic Chef 


MECCA ST. 

Tel: 823466 / 823477 
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UAE runs $500m 
deficit this year 


Investments surge in Turkey 







ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates (Agencies) — 
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) in 1989 ran up the 
same deficit of $500 million that it sustained in the 
preceding year, UAE officials announced Monday. 


The much delayed 1989 budget 
was approved by the cabinet 
Monday and has still to be rati- 
fied by the rulers of the seven 
emirates federated in the UAE, 
said the officials. 

The officials, who declined to 
be named, said the deficit main- 
tained die same level although 
the 1989 revenues were higher 
than the previous year. 

Tbe offidal UAE news agency 
said revenues were put at 12.84 
billion dirhams ($3.49 billion) as 
against expenditures of 14.65 bil- 
lion dirhams ($3.99 billion). 

In 1988, revenues were $110 
million less at 12.42 billion 
dirhams ($3.38 bilHon) while the 
government spent 14.25 billion 
dirhams ($3.88 billion), it added. 
It gave no more details. 

The emirates, like other oil- 
exporting nations, has suffered 
budget deficits since 1982 when 
the oil bonanza of the 1970s 
turned sour and oil prices began 
sliding, reaching their lowest dip 
in 1986. 

When prices improved, the de- 
ficit narrowed but remained chro- 
nic, with the highest deficit being 
$5.5 billion in 1983. The UAE 
has also been issuing its budgets 
for the fiscal Jan.-Dee., years 
months behind schedule. In 1987 
the deficit was $2.9 billion. 

The seven emirates r>akmg up 
tiie UAE — Abu Dhabi, Dubai, 
Sharjah, Ras A1 Khaimah, Umm 


A1 Quwain, Ajman, and Fujairah 
— should pay half their income to 
the federal budget according to 
tiie constitution. 

But sources blamed the budget 
deficit on their failure to do so, 
saying only Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai, the two largest of tiie 
seven emirates, lived up to their 
commitments. 

The federal authorities have so 
far succeeded in offsetting a mere 
2.5 billion dirhams ($680 million) 
of the budget deficit through me- 
asures like imposing fees on 
health and other public services. 
There is no taxation in the 
country. 

Meanwhile, die United Arab 
Emirates does not want to accept 
a binding OPEC quota due to 
independent oil production prog- 
rammes by indrvkhial emirates 
and a need for cash to support 
major projects. Gulf oil industry 
sources said. 

“Oil is a very precious com- 
modity. There should be no res- 
trictions on production,” an oil 
industry executive in the UAE 
said. 

Ofl ministers of the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), meeting in 
Vienna, have tried to agree on an 
output quota which the UAE will 
accept 

But conference sources in 
Vienna said OPEC might have to 
reach an agreement on quotas for 


the first half of 1990 without tiie 
participation of die UAE. 

Gulf cdl industry sources said 
the re wer e several reasons behind 
the UAE’s hesitancy to join other 
OPEC members in accepting a 
production limit 

They said each of the seven 
e m i rat ftt c omprisin g the UAE 
had sovereignty over hs oO and 
mineral reserves and tins was a 
major obstacle to readring a joint 
oil policy. 

Abu Dhabi, tiie biggest oil 
producer in the UAE, has recent- 
ly changed its long-term ofl pro- 
duction philosophy in favour of 
pumping more m the short-term 
to acquire cash while the demand 
for erode is strong, they said. 

It is also concerned that a new 
source of energy could take the 
place of ofl in the medium-term, 
they said. 

Abu Dhabi has plans for major 
projects to increase output capac- 
ity while Dubai, the second big- 
gest UAE producer, is also sear- 
ching for more oil, industry 
sources said. 

The UAE, along with Kuwait, 
another big Gulf ou producer, is 
currently exceeding its OPEC 
quota, saying it is far too small for 
its reserves and production 
capacity. 

The semi-official AI Ittihad 
newspaper based in Abu Dhabi 
said in a report from Vienna that 
it expected the UAE to reject a 
1.5 million barrels per day (b/d) 
quota offer, proposed during tiie 
c u rren t minis terial talks. 

It said UAE output was now 
around 2.6 million b/d, co mpa red 
with its current quota of 1.094 
mflhon b/d. 


OECD: U.S. can avoid 
recession, inflation in ’90 


PARIS (R) — The United States 
can avoid both recession and ex- 
cessive inflati on next year if the 
Federal Reserve (Fed) keeps an 
even grip on credit policy, the 
OECD said Monday. 

But the U.S. economic outlook 
will be dogged by its trade and 
budget deficits, which risk re- 
maining stubbornly high over the 
coining year. 

The Organisation for Econo- 


mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD), tiie 24-nation 
Western think tank, said in its 
latest U.S. review that price rises 
may be farmed if the Fed cuts 
interest rates too swiftly to avoid 
a recession. 

Analysts last week d et ected an 
easing of Fed credit policy, 
apparently in response to data 
suggesting an economic slow- 
down. That was the second per- 
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ceived credit easing this month. 

The OECD report, compiled 
before these two moves, said that 
there were arguments for relaxing 
monetary policy when activity 

slarirans dgnifirant ly 

“However, for this to be done 
while the econ o my remains dose 
to full capital would entail the 
risk of a rebound in domestic 
demand which could exa c erbate 
inflationary pressures,” it added. 

Despite .such caution, the 
OECD’s latest inflation and 
growth forecasts are a shade 
more optimistic than ' previous 
projections made in June. 

U.S. inflation is expected to 
hold just under five per cent in 
1990. Previously, the OECD esti- 
mated it to be 5.25 per cent It is 
expected to average 4.2 per cent 
in the second half of 1989. 

The OECD forecast gross 
national product (GNP) growth 
at 2.5 per cent next year, the 
same as in tiie second half of 
1989. 


ISTANBUL (R) — Foreign in- 
vestment in Turkey has soared 
again in 1989 despite warnin gs 

Me politics would scare multina- 
tionals off. 

Permits for a record $900 mil- 
lion of new investment in Turkey 
were authorised in tiie first 10 
months of the year. State Plan- 
ning Organisation (SPO) chief 
Ah Tigrel told an Istanbul busi- 
ness seminar. 

“One can observe tremendous 
inv e stmen t potential here,” Her- 
man Muegge, head of research at 
the United Nations Industrial De- 
velopment Organisation, told tiie 
seminar. 

About 300 foreign companies 
have r eg is tered in Turkey this 
year, bringing the total to 1,400, 
mostly involved in trade and ser- 
vices. West Germany led with 216 
companies, followed by Iran with 
161 and the United States with 
120 . 

About $550 million of invest- 
ment would be realised in 1989, 
compared to about $400 million 
in 1988, Ibrahim Cakir of the 
planning organisation’s foreign 
investment department told Reu- 
ters. 

The planned 1989 total of $1.25 
billion of permits authorised 


might still be reached if paper- 
work goes through for the Ank- 
ara metro and a major power 
station, Cakir said. 

The sums compare with a 
steady annual $100 million a few 
years ago. 

Only 91 foreign companies 
were operating in Turkey in 1979, 
since when large strides have 
modernised Turkish banks, tele- 
communications, transport and 
financial markets.. 

Some businessmen say deci- 
sions behind the deals were made 
before inflation soared to a cur- 
rent animal 73 per cent and 
cracks appeared m the ruling 
centre-right Motherland Party. 

But others said Turkey was still 
a good bet, including Yves-Marie 
Laouenan, soon to be appointed 
general manager of five cement 
factories bought from the Turkish 
government this year for nearly 
$120 million. 

“I believe this market has great 
potential, even with jzero 
growth,” Laouenan told Routers. 

Economic growth crashed in 
Turkey in late 1988 but the SPO’s 
Tigrel said GNP growth was like- 
ly to recover by end-year from an 
0.2 per cent based on figures for 
the first six months. Growth was 


3.4 pier cent in 1988 and 7.4 per 
cent in 1987. 

Foreign academics at tiie semi- 
nar said Turkey still had major 
obstacles to overcome to attract 
foreign investors. 

“Why is it that Turkey lags 
behind? Is it because there is 
insufficient resources mobilisa- 
tion and a lade of interaction 
among various players?” Moegge 
asked. 

Professor Geoffrey Carimer, 
head of tiie National Econ om ic 
Research Bureau at Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, said Turkey and 
developing countries should start 
by cutting budget deficits. 

“Controlling budget deficits by 
printing cash through tiie central 
bank leads to inflation not only in 
developing countries but in de- 
veloped countries as well,” Car- 
liner said. 

“The private sector should be 
encouraged... fifty years ago 
there was a shortage of entrep- 
reneurs in Turkey. But state en- 
terprises are no longer needed 
here,” Carimer said. ' 

Tigrel said it was important that 
the central "bank should not con- 
tinue to finance the deficits of 
state industry, long blamed by 
economists for fuelling infla tion. 


Sudan’s military junta Lieute- 
nant-General Omar AI Bashir 
arrived here Monday seeking 
Arab investment as he grapples 
with the problem of southern 
rebels and an economy in sham- 
bles. 

Bashir is visiting Kuwait and 
neighbouring Qatar, two of the 
tidiest Arab ofl producing na- 
tions. 

In interviews with the Kuwaiti 
newsp a per AI Anbaa and the 
Qatari newspaper AI Raya to 
coincide with his Gulf ^ tour, 
pathir said the climate in his 
country had become “propitious 
for Arab investments after the 
government’s combatted. cazrnp* 
bon. 

A new investment law has been 
drafted and investment opportu- 


discussion by an investors confer, 
cnee soon to be hosted byKhar- 
toms. 

Aside from public and private 
inve stm ents , Sudan needs exten- 
sive direct government aid to 
ofieset a foreign debt of some $14 . 
billio n. Of this, $10 bflfian. is 
owed to the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) makrng Sudan 
the largest foreign debtor of fife 
IMF. 

The emir of Kuwait, Sheikh , 
Jaber AI Ahmad AllSabah, has 
pledged to work for an interna- - 
tional solution for tiie aflevifekfe' 
of Third World debts. : 

Bashir chaired, a conference . 
bmt month to discuss. economic 
adjustments to meet IMF re- 
quirements for rcsifeediilingjhe- 


British Steel report higher profit 


LONDON (R) — British Steel 
PLC. once - a creaking monolith 
and now one of the world’s most 
efficient steelmakers, has 
amwiiinrad sharply higher profits 
for the six months to the end of 
September. 

Pre-tax profits rose sharply to 
£423 milli on ($668 million) from 
£270 milti on ($42 6.6 mfllioa) in 
the same -period last year. 

The results were well above 
analysts’ forecasts of around £360 
millio n ($569 million). 

Turnover for the half-year 
under review was £2.55 billion 
($4.03 billion) compared with 
£233 billion ($5.94 billion) in the 
same six months of 1988. 

British Steel was privatised last 
December and is seen by share 
anaty5t5 as one of the most strik- 
ing success stories of Prime 
Minis ter Margaret Thatcher’s 
transformation of British industry 


dnrtng the 1980s. 

- But British Steel sounded a 
note of caution. 

“The recent earing in steel 
demand, coupled with the rise in 
the U.K. inflation rate, is bound 
to have an effect which will be- 
come apparent in the trading 
pr ofi t in the second half of the 1 
year,” the company said in' a 
statement. 

“Nevertheless (we) expect that 
the profit before tax for the cur- 
rent year as a whole will be above 
that of the very rood result 
achieved in 1988/89.” 

A decade ago British Steel, 
beleaguered with too many em- 
ployees, demoralised manage- 
ment and recalcitrant unions, was 
turning in big losses. Massive job 
cuts brought its balance sheet 
back into tiie black. 

The British Steel statement 
warned of more cost-cutting. 


“Weaker market conditions in 
the U.K. wfll carry over into next 
year’s trading profit, although 
market conditions in mainland 
Europe are expected to remain 
relatively strong,” it said. 

“In these circumstances there 
is a need to increase efforts in 
respect of cost reduction,” it 
added. 

British Telecom, another 
nationalised industry privatised 
by the Thatcher government five 
years ago, also reported an in- 
crease in profi ts and unveiled job 
cuts.. 

Pre-tax for the six months until 
the end of September rose to 
£1.31 billion ($2ll billion) from 
£1.24 billion ($1.96 billion) in the 
same period last year. Turnover 
was £5.95 billion ($9.4 billion) 
compared with £5.41 billion 
($8.54 billion). 


Figures on poverty 
spark stir in Israel 

TEL AVIV (R) — A row has erupted in Israel over official statistics 
showing that half a million citizens, 12 per cent of the population, live 
bdow tiie poverty line. 

Hie issue is sensitive at a time when the Jewish state, bouton mass 

immigration, is seeking to attract hundreds of thousands of Soviet 
Jews. 

The National Insurance Institute published the figures last week in 
an ap p aren t re spo ns e to finance ministry moves to cut welfare 
benefits while spending more on the mifitaxy. 

Among the most needy in 1988 were 223,000 children, a sharp 
increase over the previous year, tiie institute said. 

Deputy Finance Nfimster Yossi Beilin, the closest aide to finance 
minister and Labour Party leader Shimon Peres, sparked co ntrov ersy 
by rhaiL»«gmg the data and saying that no Israeli was starving for 
bread. 

“The poverty line is quite arbitrary. Not everyone under it is poor,” 
be told a meeting in Haifa. 

Baffin. mmalty on the dovish left of Labour^ was assailed from both 
left and right. Peres broke off a radio interview when asked about his 
outspoken deputy’s remarks. - 

Officials said the poverty line was defined as an income of less than 

$615 a month for a family of four in August, tiie latest month for 
which figures were available. 

Unemp loyment, traditionally low in Israel’s economy, has risen to 
nine per cent ibis year — the highest level since a depression in tiie. 
mid-1960s. . . 

The figures appeared to niggest that many Israelis who have 
low-paid jobs in public service fall below the poverty fine. 

Peres told die cabinet the figures .did not include welfare benefits 
which put many famili es above tiie fine. 


Top banks take varied tacks in game for big returns 


LONDON (R) — Leading banks, 
struggling to compensate for 
doubtful Thud World loans and 
dwindling markets for traditional 
services, are ttying out new 
strategies to maximise their earn- 
ings. 

A Reuter survey of brokers in 
key financial ce n tre s shows that 
in some cases strategies tailored 
to specific market places touch 
upon common areas such as retail 
(commercial) banking. 

Other such areas include lend- 
ing to medium-sized companies 
or asset repackaging — ■ the 
grouping of loans such as mort- 
gages into a managed account 
and tiie issuing of bonds whose 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies rod gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange rod bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.5555/65 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1660/70 

Canadian dollar 

1.7895/902 

Deutschemaiks 

2.0180/90 

Dutch guilders 

1.6010/20 

Swiss francs 

37.58/60 

Belgian francs 

6.1100/50 

French francs 

1322/1323 

Italian lire 

14335/45 

Japanese yen 

6.3875/925 

Swedish crowns 

6.8300/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.9475/525 

Danish crowns ' 

One ounce of gold 417.25/417.75 

U.S. dollars 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 

HARRIS n-2 | 



principal and interest payments 
are met by income derived from 
them. 

Some banks, however, are aim- 
ing to capitalise on special de- 
velopments such as the single 
European Community market af- 
ter 1992 or post-war reconstruc- 
tion in the Gulf. 

In the United States, the name 
of the game is fee income — 
earnings from fees for such ser- 
vices as investment banking acti- 
vities or financial advice rather 
than from such classic sources as 
the margin between loan interest 
rates ami deposit account in- 
terest. 

Other U.S. banks are target- 
ting lucrative non-bank niche 
businesses such as lease financing 
— generally loans made to leas- 
ing companies that use receipts 
on lease agreements to meet prin- 
cipal rod interest payments. 

Another approach is to stress 
consumer banking. 

Citicorp Chai rman John Reed 
says be wan t s to raise the con- 
sumer earnings contribution to 
about 70 per cent from 40 per 


emit by the mid 1990s. 

Some U.S. banks, mdnding 
Citicorp, are expanding their cre- 
dit card businesses. 

Most U.S. banks stress not 
only the retail customer, but also 
so-called middle market lending 


to coroorate borrowers with $10 
to $250 million in annual sales. 

In Japan, banks are following a 
three-year trend away from lend- 
ing to major manufacturing com- 


Big manufacturers now are 
either cash rich and less in need 
of borrowing or shifting focus; to 
shares and corporate bonds. 

As in the United States, the 
Japanese emphasis is on retail 
lending, as wromnudnsized firms 
and service companies. 

“Industry-wide, leading to tiie 
services sector should grow fas- 
ter,” says Hiroshi Uchida, vice 
president of the research at CS. 
First Boston (Japan) Ud. “Press- 
ure from the U.S. to improve tiie 
distribution system shnniH create 
new fending opportunities.” 
Loans to the service industry 
sector in Japan rose to account 


for 14.3 per cent of overall out- 
stanefing loans in July, compared 
with 13.7 per cent a year earlier. 

Retail fending advanced at an 
even faster rate, climbing to 14.8 
percent from 12.9 per cent a year 
earlier. 

Meanwhile loans to the manu- 
facturing sector fell sharply to 
16.9 per cent of outstanding lend- 
ing from 19.1 per cent. 

Bankers said tiie trend to the 
retail sector corresponds with 
broader changes in the Japanese 
economy such as reduced exports 
and expanding services, as well as 
tiie government’s stated objective 
of expanding domestic demand to 
cut trade surpluses. 

British banks also are trying to 
squeeze the best margins posable 
out of tiie retail fending market, 
which remains one of tiie most 
lucrative m Europe in terms of 


leafing ma rgins . 

“Although lending has stowed 
it is still pretty high qualit y,” sa id 
Peter Hewitt, research d i rec to r 
at fund manager Ivory and 
Sane PLC! "Lending marg ins 
vary but the banks are always 


going 4o make a margin. ” 

Much lending has been in the 
corporate sector, mainly in the 
small to' medium size busniess 
range. But there are worries ab- 
out bad debts doe to reports of 
falling manufactured goods 
orders. 

One response has been to 
move into fina n cial services such 
as pensions rod fife assurance. 

. *we can expect to see more 
emphasis on fee rather than in- 
terest income,” said Michael Lev- 
er of London brokers Smith New- 
court. 

Some British hffeks have 
sought to shore up*a weakening 
domestic market by overseas ex- 
pansion. Overseas earnings, . 
which in most cases accounts for 
barely 10 per cent of. earnings^ 
are expected to double in the next 
couple of years. 

Some Western bankers con- 
template the prospects for lend- 
ing to reform-minded East Euro- 
pean countries, but Swiss banks 
look Unlikely tO join any into that 
area unless the Swiss g o ve rnmen t 
were to back new loans. 



By Reuters 

SYDNEY — The share market ignored a strong dose on Wall 
Street Friday and a continuing surge in die price of gold to drift in 
thin trade to a weaker dose. The All Ordinaries dosed 1.7 down 
at 1,614.2. • 

TOKYO — Stocks skyrocketed to dose at new highs in active 
trade for the fourth straight day. The Nikkei Index soared 397.06 
to dose at a record 36,881.53. 

HONG KONG — Share prices ended weaker in thin, uninspired 
trade. The Hang Seng Index fell 31.43 to 2,777.10. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed generally firmer, but off 
hi ghs in moderately active trading. The Straits Times Industrial 
Index ended 8.38 higher at 1393-65. 

BOMBAY — The Bombay stock market shrugged off poll 
reverses to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and the prospect of 
coalition government, poshing prices broadly up. 
FRANKFURT — Profit-taking pushed German share prices down 
from midsession highs and bine chips closed below Friday’s levels. 
The Real-Time Dax Index dosed 1.11 lower at 1,554.37. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed firm but below the day’s highs as 
follow-through buying failed to materialise after a firm opening. 
The Performance Index ended 1.6 higher at 1,129,4. 

PARIS — French shares lost modest opening gains by midsession, 
with little followthrough interest. The CAC40 index edged lower 
to 1856.39 by around 1210 GMT. 

LONDON — Share prices were mixed in late business, standing 
near the day's highs, helped by an 18 point increase on Wall 
Street. By 1610 GMT the FTSE index was 23 up at 2324.7. 
NEW YORK — Hopes for lower interest rates pushed Wall Street 
stocks higher in early activity. Die Dow rose 15 to 2690. 


“I can spend the rest of my life 
complaining because you have a screw 
loose, or I can do some- 
thing about it!” 



{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: WHILE AFTER BUSILY AMBUSH 

Answer. What's tt» underground nxJVwtwnt ttwTa 
going on In many big elites?— THE SUBWAY 
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Bayern Munich struggles to reassert dominance 


LQhTOON'.(R) After -two de- 

aries of largely imhndceo suc- 
cess, Bayern Munich's recent 
fonn in the West Gennaa first 
(fivirion suggests they nay find 
■fife m the 1990’s 'a. little .mote 
difficult. 

v Hit by injuries, the Ba varian 

who won foe European Cup 
in- three consecutive years in the 
imdrl97Qs and who have tahw 
the league “title four times in the 
last five seasons, continued their 
. poor nm in the BundesKga at the 
weekend when they were 
1 tranced 4-0 tyNurembeig, then 
heaviest defeat since 1965. 

7 ~ The result prompted midfielder 
Hans Dorfuer to suggest his side 
seeded* qptek solution to their 
problems before the quarter-fin- 
als of the European Cup early 
next year. 

‘‘We played like a bunch of 
sdbooOdd?,’* Dorfaer said, aware 
that Cologne had taken advan- 
tage of Bayern’s misfortunes to 


snatch a cme-paim lead at die top' 
after a 2-1 win over Bochum, 
Bayern slipped to th ird behind 
Bayer. Levericnsea, two pants 
bade of Cologne. 

In Italy, defending champions 
lhfomarionalc have h^H xe- 
cent injury problems and feared 
the worst when West German 
striker Juergen KGnsroana was 
carried off during foe 2-1. defeat 
at Atafamfa on Sunday. 

With German .Xatemational 
captain Lothax Matthaeus 
already out of action, possibly 
until Christinas, with a leg injury. 
Inter manager Giovanni Trapat- 
tord was relieved to team that 
Kli nsm ann’s knee injury is not as 
serious as initially feared. He is 
likely to be mom; for no more 
than two weeks. 

Inter's Italian international 
stopper Rkrardo Fern, however, 
s expe cted to be out for three 
months with an injury to Us right 
shoulder. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroit Rlghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
day is fine for whatever is unique, 
u nus ual and progressive so get 
bogy and do those things which arc 
. sparkling and new age in dunea- 

HOn. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
hook lor money coming to you 
from a new project. Put your house 
in perfect work ing condition for 

wilwMir iing . 

TAURUS: * (April 20 to May 20) 
Don't be upset because a good 
fri«a»d is going away. It is time for 
you to go on vacation with your 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Dart push basmess matters or yon 
will regert your impatience. Be 
cautious with the money you spend 
today. . 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
Jfciy 21) Go along with what a good 
friend wants you to do. A briffiaut 
person will show you how to make 


LEO: (Jute . 22 to August 21) 
Accept iB kinds of new ideas that 
will help with home improvements. 
You can now, take that trip with 
."your family. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
. 22) Be .cmefol not to be critical of 
friends today, bis important that 
you do not argue with your mate 
today. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Accept aa invitation from a 


friend for a sorial event. An associ- 
ate will give yon the solution to a 
b usin e ss problem. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Go with friends out for the 
evening. Home wiB be a good 
place to meet with influential 
people. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Join in ente r tainin g 
as many people as possible at this 
time. This is your time to econo- 
mise with money. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Being more enthusias- 
tic abort yorntnubess matters win . 
be importan t. Many activities will 
happen at home. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You will need to Study 
carefully any b usine ss projects that 
happen today. Invite many friends 
into your home today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) All sorts of good ideas for 
business are yours today. Don’t let 
an outside associate disturb your 
happy home. 

Today’s chad: If your child were 
bora today he or she wiD fit ray 
nicely into this New Age and wifi 
conduct the ms elve s in such a way 
that others will respect them high- 
ly.' Atxufaririg a position of trust and 
social status in later fife, this per- 
son may run for public office or 
hold a high corporate position. 

“Tbe stars impel, they do not 
compel . " What you make of your 
Etc is largely up to you. 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
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DON’T TRUST A POLITICIAN 


Neither vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
*2 

9 Q 10 4 3 2 
9 K 9S4 

* AQ3 

WEST EAST 

* 98 S3 * K J 10 6 4 

9 7« 9 J9 

0-A10 2 C Q* 

* 9 65 4 * K872 

SOUTH 
" 4 AQ 7 

9 A K 8 5 
0 J8 13 

* J 10 
The bidding: 

East South West North 
Pass 19 ■. Pass 4 9 
Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: ? 

One or the highlights of tire Brit- 
ish. social bridge calendar is the an- 
nual match between the House of 
Commons and the House of Lords. 
Started fifteen years ago by Riri 
Markus, the House of Lords had an 
8-6 lead going into -this year’s 
match. They won again, despite this 
fine effort by Dr. L. Moouie of the 
Commons; which won him the Bril- 
liancy Prize. 

At- both cables the contract was 
four hearts. Sitting' South Tar foe 


Lords was perhaps their most ac- 
complished player. Lord Lever. The 
British still use four-card majors, so 
the opening bid was automatic. 
Since a jump raise ro three hearts 
would be invitational in their meth- 
ods, North chose to jump to game. 

With nothing to guide him. West 
found the devilish opening lead of 
the ten of diamonds! Not supris- 
ingiy, declarer called lor a low dia- 
mond from dummy, and a startled 
East found his queen had won the 
trick. A diamond return went to the 
ace, and East raffed tbe diamond 
continuation to complete foe defen- 
sive book. Declarer had no way to 
avoid losing a trick to the king of 
clubs for down one. 

The opening lead was less in- 
spired in the other room. West led a 
routine top-of-nothing spade, and 
declarer had no difficulty in holding 
his losers to two diamonds , and a 
dub. 

We have learned that political 
speeches should be treated with a 
pinch of rail. Are we going to have 
to extend this poBcy to the bridge 
table as well? 
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AC Milan are well on foe way 
back towards challenging league 
leaders Napoli after a 2-0 home 
win against Lecce and Juventus 

S Dino Zoff also sng- 
at Napoli are not invino- 
watching bis side hold 
them to a 1-1 dra w in Turin. 

It was a bad weekend for goal- 
keepers in foe Spanish league. 
Among high-scoring contests. 
Real Madrid trounced Zaragoza 
7-2 to maintain their force-point 
lead over Barcelona, and bottom- 
placed Rayo Vaflecano drew 4-4 
with Atletico Madrid. 

Mexican Hugo Sanchez scored 
two of Real’s goals to inoease his 
lead as the league’s top scorer 
with 14 goals and John Toshadc’s 
side have now sooted 32 goals in 
seven games. 

■ Hugo Maradona, Diego’s 
younger brother, scored two of 
Rayo VaHecano’s four goals but 
his side have still only won twice 
is 13games this season. Atletico 


Madrid are fifth in the table, four 
points behind Real. 

PSV Eindhoven’s Brazilian 
striker Romario donned black 
leggings and gloves, shrugged off 
the cold and fired both goals as 
iris side beat Fortuna Srttard 2-0 
to remain on top of the Dutch 
league. 

Romano, the leading scorer in 
Dutch soccer this season with 14 
goals, pot PSV ahead with a 
typically sharp turn and shot on . 
39 minutes and sealed victory' 
with an 85th minute penalty. 

Ajax are a point behind in 
second after a lA) home win over 
Willem n, foe winner coming 
after two minutes from Hunga- 
rian striker Pal Fischer. 

Roda JC are level on points 
with Ajax, and maintained their 
challenge with a 1-0 win at NEC 
thanks to a goal from Rene Trost. 
PSV have a game in hand on both 
clubs. 


THE Daily Crossword by Judson G. Trent 


ACROSS 
1 land of Hne 
S Madison An. 


8 LBInrs man? 

12 Nimbus 

13 Crew crop 

14 Fr. sculptor 

16 Gudrun’s 

ipom 

17 Folklore giant 

18 Porkers 

19 Speakers in 
opposition 

22 Garish light 

23 Liquid 
measure 

24 Take a risk 
26 Scarf 

29 Kickoff prop 


31 Retorts 

33 Show 
contempt 
toward 

37 , but the 
wind” (DHL) 

38 Us Bays s 

39 — out (made 
rapidly) 

43 Moving by 
degrees 

46 Quote as 
authority 

47 Done to 




0 1980 Triton* Madia Santcw. Inc 
All Rlghn Raaanaa 


yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


46 Common abbr. 
49 Hassock 
62 Borga 14 

54 Soviet saa 

55 Bargain 
offering 

60 Picture puzzle 

62 Abound 

63 DomeatJcatod 

64 AL city 

65 Shore birds 

66 Pollster Roper 

67 Car damage 

68 Pater 

66 Inlets — ' 

DOWN 

1 Rug type 

2 Tooctte-oo 

3 want 
for_” 


4 Under way 

5 Certain socks 

6 Challenge 

7 Veers 

8 — longs, vtta 
brevis 

9 Bear market 
feature 

10 Farraoif 

11 Pre-teen 
13 Fuel vessel 
15 HBo honker 

20 Location 

21 Basted 
25 Formerly 

called 

28 Judge’s seal 

27 — about 

28 Thin Man’s 
dog 

32 Grid standings 41 Rai. of 46A 


nnnn nnnn rcnciran 
nnnti n^an nnnnn 
nnnnonnnn nnann 
nnnnn nnnnnnnn 
□□sin nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnra 
nnnn nnnn nanan 
nnnn annnrc nnnn 
nnnnra nnnn nnnn 
non anno nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnonnnan nnnnn 
nnnnn Dnnnnrannn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
□Bonn nnnn nnnn 


portion 

34 Rake 

35 Smell — (be 
tewy) 

36 Powder base 
40 Ms Basinger 


42 Designated 

43 Maima e.g, 

44 K in gdom s 

45 Br. composer 

49 Shall blades 

50 Cornered 


51 Postpone 
53 Trencherman 

56 Antitoxins 

57 Surrealist 

58 Ms Sereins 

59 Old cars 
61 Waited 



International Community School 

(The British Curriculum School in 

Amman) 

We require for Febru ary/March a qualified Laboratory 
Technician. The applicant must be fluent in English. 

Please send a copy of C.V. and letter of application to the 
Head Teacher's Secretary at the school as soon as 
possible. 

International Community School 
P.O. Box 2002, Amman 
Tel. 841070 



LOW PRICES 


Winter and sport clothes 
for all the family 

LACOSTE. benetton, BOSS, 
NIKE, adidas 

Training Suits: JD 10.000 - 12.000 - 14.000 - 
15.000 - 17.000 

Pullovers: JD 5.000 - 6.000 - 7.000 - 8.000 - 9.000 

Shirts: JD 5.000 - 6.000 - 7.000 

T-Shirts: JD 4.000 - 5.000 - 6.000 

in addition to a wide variety of sport clothes and 

jeans. 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 

8th Circle - Bayader Wadi El Seer, main 

street, 

Opp. the Mosque — Tel. 823485 


'Cinema 

Tel: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA | 

“ ’ ~N 


Marseille lost ground on 
French league leaders Bordeaux 
on Saturday as they were held to 
a disappointing 0-0 draw at 
Nantes. 

Former Nantes captain Didier 
Deschamps, making bis debut 
against Ins Conner twnn mazes 
following his 17 uriSkm francs (S3 
million) transfer last week, was 
unable to inspire bis new col- ■ 
leagues. The result left Bor- 
deaux, who beat struggling raring 
Paris at the Pare des Princes 3-1 
on Saturday, three paints dear of 
their arch-rivals for tbe title. 

In Portugal, Benfica’s Mats 
Magnusson found his scoring 
touch again after a three-week 


LOST PASSPORT 

I, JKDAR SINGH announce : 
the loss of my Indian pass- 
port No. 411080. 

If found please call tel: 
721121 


lean spell with his fourth hat-trick 
of the season. 

The Swedish striker has now 
scored 17 goals in only nine 
league games following his side's 
4*0 home victory over Maritimo. 

But the champions, with a 
match in hand, still lie three 
points behind leaders Porto who 
strolled to a 7-0 victory over 
Tirsense with Rm Aguas also 
scoring a hat-trick. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, -Sweifieh, 
Abdoun- and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


DELUXE FURNISHED HOUSE 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor, with garden, telephone and centra] heating; 
fully equipped and nicely furnished. Consists of 3 bed- 
rooms, 2 bathrooms etc. 

Area 350 sq. metres approx. 

Location: JabaJ Amman - Second Circle. 

Please contact tel. 642035 from 10 - 12 am., and 
3:30-6:00 p.m. 


-■■■■■— TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT- 
IN ABDOUN 

The first one consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
kitchen, and two bathrooms. The second one consists of 2 
bedrooms, salon, dining room, kitchen, 2 bathrooms with central 
heating. 

Location: Abdoun, before foe Orthodox Club circle. 

Please call 810871 Amman. 


LANGUAGE TEACHER 

• * • ... 

German Company is seeking a qualified teacher for 
Arabic Language. 

Please apply to 
P.O. Box 926238, Amman 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


SELES DEFEATS MALEEVA: Monica Seles of Yugoslavia 
defeated Manuela Maleeva of Bulgaria 6-1, 7-5 Sunday, winning 
foe $500,000 Nokia Masters women’s tennis tournament. The 
15-year-old Seles easily controlled the first set, winning it in 30 
minutes. But the second was far tougher, with foe 22-year-old 
Maleeva suddenly rallying in an effort to save foe match and Seles 
looking for a quick win. Finding her stride, Maleeva went ahead 
5-4 in the second set, giving Seles a workout as foe young 
Yugoslav had to chase across the court trying to fend off the 
Bulgarian’s powerful volleys. Seles, a left-hander who lives in 
Flonda, tied it up 5-5 and finally went ahead 6-5. But Maleeva 
kept intense pressure on foe Yugoslav, who bad trouble keeping 
the baD out of foe net or in bounds. Seles finally won on her 
fourth maccbball, as Maleeva sent foe ball flying into the net. Tbe 
match lasted 87 minutes. 

KASPAROV BEATS SHORT IN BELGRADE: Worid cham- 
pion Gary Kasparov beat Britain’s Nigel Short in 104 moves 
Sunday in a continuation of their game from foe ninth round of 
the Belgrade international chess tournament. “The position was 
probably a draw, but I played badly,” Short said. Iceland’s Johan 
Hjardarson agreed to declare his adjourned match with Kasparov 
a (haw, giving Kasparov a 2.5 advantage over foe Netherlands' 
Jan Tfmman and the Soviet Union’s Jan Ehelvest. 

SELES DONATES PART OF HER PRIZE TO ORPHANS: 
Monica Seles hammer ed out a 6-1, 7-5 victory over Bulgarian 
Manuela Maleeva in a women’s invitation tournament here 
Sunday then pledged part of her $200,000 first prize to orphans in 
her native Yugoslavia and the United States. Seles, 15, said after 
lifting the biggest cash win of her short career. “I would never 
have believed that I would leave this tournament as foe winner. 
After all, apart from Steffi Graf, four other players are ahead of 
me in foe world rankings.’' 

DALGLISH CRITICISES LINESMAN: Liverpool manager 
Kenny Dalglish criticised a linesman on Sunday for ignoring a 
seriously-injured player during his team’s 2-1 home win against 
Arsenal. Liverpool defender Barry Venison had clashed heads 
with fellow defender Glenn Hysen eight min utes into tbe match 
and was later taken to hospital suffering from concussion. 
“Everyone could see he was unsure on Ins feet and didn't know 
where he was, except the linesman. You could excuse foe referee, 
but foe linesman was right there," said Dalglish. 

BRITISH ABANDON MANASLU EXPEDITION: A British I 
team has abandoned its climb on foe 8, 163-metre Mount Manaslu 
because of strong winds on foe world's seventh-tall est mountain, 
according to a message received from foe team Monday. The 
13-member team .had gone as high as 7,057 meters before giving 
up, the message said. The team was led by David Adrian Burgess". 
41, a mountain guide from foe United States. 


Wanted 

Full-time reporters: Jordanians, university de- 
gree in journalism or English. Candidates must 
be fluent in English and had previous writing 
experience. 

Applications with C.V. should be mailed to: 
The Editor, P.O. Box 9313, Amman, Jordan. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

2 or 3 bedrooms, central healing, air-conditioned partially, 
garage, private entrance, telephone, in Tla'a Al Ali. 

For details pis. call 601816 from 10 a.m. 



TODAY AT ALWAHA STORES 

IS A GREAT DAY FOR SHOPPING 

Many Items on Sale. 

Premier: Fresh Chicken - Whole or Cut - 1 Kg for JD 1 .1 50 

ALWAHA : The New Ideas never stop 
See you - 7th Circle. - 


COMPUTERS • COMPUTERS • COMPUTERS 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


A LAPSE JORDANIAN COMPUTER COMPANY IS LODKINB FOR THE FOLLOWING! 


»•. . . v ' 

. V ; 


1 


is* i 


* HARDWARE ENGINEERS WITH AND WITHOUT EXPERIENCE. 

* SOFTWARE (SYSTEM SUPPORT) ENGINEERS. UNIX 
EXPERIENCE IS- PREFERABLE. 

* SALESMEN TO MARKET PC'S AND MINI /SUPERMINI COMPUTERS. 

* SALESMEN TO MARKET COMPUTER SUPPORT SYSTEMS 
(UPS. A/C DATASAFES. . -ETC. ) . 

* ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION ENGINEER WITH TWO YEARS 

EXPERIENCE. 

* ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION TECHNICIAN, HOLDING 
TECHNICAL DIPLOMA WITH TWO YEARS EXPERIENCE. 


FULL RESUME WITH DESCRIPTION OF EXPERIENCE (IF ANY) 

TO BE SEND TOs 


COMPUTER DIVISION 
P.O.BOX 927060 
AMMAN, JORDAN. 

ALL APPLICATIONS WILL BE KEPT FULLY CONFIDENTIAL 
FOR ALL APPLICANTS. 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 



Cinema 

PLAZA 

Tel: 6741111 

■■ ■■ 
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Czechs strike for reform; 
Moscow approves changes 


PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslovak 
workers by toe millio n staged a 
two-hoar strike Monday to press 
demands for democracy while 
Moscow signalled approval for 
the reform progress and pledged 
not to interfere. 

The Soviet Union also conde- 
mned the p re v io u s hardline lead- 
ership in Czechoslovakia, where 
10 days of mass street protests 
have forced two co mmunis t party 
redzufftes in three days, with 
ousted conservatives being re- 
placed by reformers. 

'The Soviet leadership dearly 
understands, and I would say 
solemnly declares, that freedom 
of choice is one of the primary 
■ principles of -our foreign policy,” 
Andrei Grachev, a senior Soviet 
.official, told a news conference in 
Rome. 

- The two-hour strike on Mon- 
day started just hours after the 
! second reshuffle in the ruling 
IpoHtbnro which ousted three 
; hardliners and brought in at least 

- two reformers. Last Friday, hard- 


line party chief Milos lakes was 
replaced by Karel Urbanek. 

Half a mflhou people marched 
thro ug h Prague during the strike 
and television showed hundreds 
of thousands massin g in at least 
seven other major cities including. 
Bratislava and Brno. 

Elsewhere in the East bloc,' 
four radical Hungarian opposi- 
tion parties claimed they had won 
the country’s first referendum 
and succeeded in postponing 
presidential ' elections due in 
January until next spring. 

In Bulgaria, where old-style 
leader Todor Zhivkov was ousted 
after 35 years in power earlier this 
month, trade unions are deman- 
ding die closure of dangerous 
factories as part of their efforts to 
speed long-awaited economic re- 

Deposed King Michael of 
Romania urged the superpowers 
to act together to oust Romanian 
leader Nkdae Ceansescu, who 
has firmly set himself a gain st fol- 
lowing other East bloc states 


along the path of reform. 

In Prague, church bells, sirens 
and car horns sounded as the 
strike called by QvO Forum took 
hold. Workers at other 700 fac- 
tories and enterprises had voted 
to join file stoppage, from the 
huge Skoda engineering works 
s»nd aiitn plant m P3zen in the 
west to the eastern city of Kooce 
near the Soviet border. 

Jiri Kantnrek, a lading Civil 
Forum member, said a Prague 
rally planned Cor Monday after-, 
noon was to be the last of the 
daily protests that began 10 days 
ago and brought the winds of 
change blowing across much of 
Eastern Europe to Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

Kantnrek said it was time for 
the op pos i tion movement to get 
down to work. “Today’s gather- 
ing at the Wenceslas Square will 
be tiie last. It’s time to work 
now,” he said. 

The week-old forum on Sunday 
pre sented a seven-point program- 
,me calling for a new democratic 


c o nstituti on, free elections and 
-restoration of a market econo m y. 

New party chief Urbanek 
drove at dawn from a Central 
Committee meeting where the 
reshuffle was carried out to the 
no t 111 w e stern town of Klando and 
told mxneis that party officials 
should act in a more responsible 
l ^ann«T than in the past. 

Urbanek on Saturday made a 
broad offer of political dialogue 
with opponents and admitted the 
party bad become “isolated from 
the people and the truth.” The 
—ne day, eight trading dissidents 
were pardoned in a farther con- 
cession. 

At another mine, at Komorany 
in north-west Bohemia near the 
East German border, striking 
miners heckled senior managers 
when they promised change and 
more consultation in future. 

Some 500 strikers chanted “we 
will not betray the students in 
Prague,” and “We want free elec- 
tions.” 


Army officer kills Comoros president 


PARIS (R) — President Ahmad 
Abdallah of the Comoros Islands 
was shot dead by a disgruntled 
army officer, a senior French 
[government sonrees said 
Monday. 

The officer was identified as 
Major Ahmad Mohammad. His 
fate was uncertain. 

The source said his information 
was based on a telephone call 
Monday to officials in the Com- 
oros capital, Moroni — one of 
few calls to reach the In dian 
Ocean archipelago where com- 
munications have been virtually 

nrt g'nm th e awassina tinn Sunday 

night. 

Hie said the officer appeared to 
be motivated by personal revenge 
as he was either about to be or 
had just been stripped of his post' 
as chief of staff of the Comoros 
Armed Fences. 


Other French sources said the 
major may not have acted alone. 
The situation in the Comoros 
appeared confused and there 
were reports of troop movements 
Monday. 

Earlier, French Foreign Minis- 
try sources had said the situation 
was calm. 

The senior government source 
said the shooting took place in 
Abdallah’s private residence on a 
Mil a few hundred metres from 
the presidential palace. 

A French overseas radio net- 
work, Radio Fiance Ortre-Mer, 
said earlier Monday that Adbai- 
lah had been killed during a 
military assault on the palace. 

But it said there were no rings 
of a military takeover as the head 
of tile supreme court had been 
asked to act as interim president 
in accordance with the constitu- 


tion. 

Abdallah was placed in power 
by white mercenaries who in- 
vaded tiie islands in 1978. The 
former French protectorate of 
less titan 500,000 people consists 
of three islands between Africa 
and Madagascar. 

Radio Mayotte, broadcasting 
from Mayotte — the only island 
of the fonr-island Comoros 
Archipelago still ruled by France 
— said Abdallah and one of his 
bodyguards were killed and the 
government had declared 40 days 
of mourning. 

The radio, broadcasting in 
French from the Indian Ocean 
island, was monitored in Nairobi. 

Abdallah, whose 500-strong 
presidential body^xard was com- 
manded by about 20 European 
mercenaries, had dose links with 
France and Sooth Africa. 



13 killed in S. African violence 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (AP) — Thirtreeo blacks, 
including three policemen, have been killed in the latest outbreak 
of factional fighting in Natal province, police said Monday. A 
total of six policemen have been killed in the province in the past 
week. Police headquarters has not said whether the attacks on the 
policemen were connected, and its report of other killings Sunday 
gave few details. Feuding among political grows, rural dans, and 
c riminal gangs have Claimed more than 3,000 lives in the Zola 
areas of Natal over the past three years. Most of the fighting has 
been between supporters of Inkathia, a Zulu political organisation 
beaded by Mangcjsuthu Buthelezi, and members of the banned 

- United Democratic Front, a multi-racial organisation. 

Uruguay opposition elected president 

MONTEVIDEO (R) — Opposition candidate Lois Alberto 
LacaUe of tiie Blanco (National) Party was elected president in 

' Uruguay’s first free elections since 1971. “We are going to start 
work next Monday with all political and social forces,” LacaUe, 

* 48, said after governing Colorado Party candidate Jorge Battle 
conceded defeat. LacaUe, a rancher and lawyer, has promised to 
end economic stagnation and rising inflation by by privatisingtate 

, companies, cutting government spending, encouraging a free 

■ market economy and negotiating a cut in the $1.8 billion foreign 
debt. ‘The country is hungry for an efficient and productive 
government,” he told foreign journalists. The Colorado defeat 

- was only the third for President Julio Maria Sanguinettf s party 
this century. 

Storm dumps 4 feet of snow in U.S. 

NEAR-BLIZZARD conditions blew into the Dakotas Monday 
from a storm that dumped up to 4 feet (122 -centimetres) of snow 
from the sierras to the rodties. So much snow fell in Utah that a 
World Cup ski race was postponed. The snow delighted eariy- 
season recreational skiers but sent cars skidding off roads and into 
each other , prompted some avalanche warnings and caused power 
outrages. Icy roads were blamed for car crashes that killed three 
people in Montana Sunday. Some schools were dosed in 
Minnesota Monday. Interstate highways and small er roads were 
dosed at times during the weekend, causing major traffic jams as 
Thanksgiving holiday travellers tried to return home. 

Insurgency ending in Malaysia - 

. KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — A 41-year-old guerrilla 
insurgency by. the Communist Party of Malaya (CPM) appears to 
be coming to a formal end. Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir 
Moha m mad told the government-owned Radio Malaysia Monday 
that an agreement on ending the insurgency would be signed 
Saturday in Thailand. Officials in Koala Lumpur and Bangkok 
indicate that the legendary guerrilla leader Chin Peng is to sign an 
accord to dissolve the CPM and halt the armed struggle he began 
in 1948. Chin Peng, in his late 60s and believed to be living in 
China, was last seen outside the Communist World in 1955 when, 
be emerged from the Malaysian jungle for negotiations on ending 
hostilities. Those talks were not successful. Although not an event 
to compare with the upbevals in Communist Eastern Europe, tiie 
formal end of the insurgency is a milestone for South East Asia. 

Polish premier prays at Katyn 

KATYN, USSR (AP) — Polish Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazo- 
wiedri Sunday led prayers over 4,300 Polish officers massacred 
daring World War II in this snow-covered wood, an atrocity most 
Poles blame on the Soviets. Night had already fallen when 
Mazowiecki’s voice echoed through the fores:. “Let them lie in 
peace,” he said as Ire stood in front of an 8-raetre high wooden 
cross. For Mazowiecki and other members of Ids Solidarity-led 
government, the Roman Catholic mass at Katyn during their first 
visit to tiie Soviet Union was a national obligation. In a speech at 
a Kremlin dinner Friday, Mazowiecki said mat in order for there 
to Iw tnw frfeixiship betwrea tiie two peoples, the frzll stozy of the 
massacre had to be told. Mazowiecki told a Moscow news 
conference he raised the issue of Katyn when be met Gorbachev 
Friday, and said “Mikhail Gorbachev knows tire meaning tins has 
for us, and we expect a clarification of this problem will occur.” 


Swiss reject 
draft law 
to abolish 
army 


GENEVA (AP) — Votes have 
rejected a draff law that would 
have abolished the Swiss army by 
the year 2000, but the proposal 
won more support than expected 
and tiie military said it would 
study complaints. 

Defence Minister Kaspar VflK- 
ger said he would set up a panel 
to study criticisms voiced about 
the 625,000-strong army in tiie 
campaign faadmg up to Sunday’s 
referendum. 

Tbe “Switzerland has no army” 
constitutional amendment was 
favoured by. 35.6 per cent, or 
1,052,218 of those who cast bal- 
lots Sunday. Opposed were 64.4 
per cent, or 1,503,797. 

Polls bad predicted the propos- 
al would win a maximum 30 per 
cent support. 

Anti-army activists were jubi- 
lant. Tt is a slap in tbe face for 
the establishment,” said Andreas 
Gross, a spokesman for pacifists 
and . others ’ who had gained the 
100,000 signatures needed to 
force the re feren dum. 

Tbe government had mged vo- 
ters to reject tire proposal, saying 
a credible defence policy was vital 
to the independence and neutral- 
ity of Switzerland. 

Vffliger said he did not regard 
the high number of votes in 
favour of the proposal as a de- 
feat. 

‘The relaxation of tension 
which happily d ominates tiie in- 
ternational scene was probably 
one factor” for tire support, he 
told reporte r s . 

However, he conceded that 
many people had used their vote 
to express di ssat is fa ction with tire 
way the milifai y functioned. 

Eugen Luethy, chief of general 
-staff, admitted tire size of the 
anti-army vote had “exceeded his 
expectations” but said tire result 
“provided a contin uing solid basis 
for die aimed fences.” 

The Social Democratic Party 
said it would press it three gov- 
ernment coalition partners for a 
re-evaluation of defence policy, 
including a in tire law to 

allow conscientious objectors to- 
perform civilian duties instead of 
militaiy service. 

Turnout for the referendum 
was 69 per cent, the highest since 

voters' ranks were swelled in 
1971 when women were given the 
vote. 

The heated debate before the 
referendum was reminiscent of 
the passions aroused by the ques- 
tion of universal suffrage. 


Opposition 

candidate 

wins 

Honduran 

elections 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — Opposition presidential 
candidate Rafael Leonardo Cal- 
lejas has claimed victory, saying 
Hondurans beset by economic 
problems and regional wars want 
a change. 

“We have triumphed because 
the people demanded a govern- 
ment that has ans wers,” Callejas 
told a joyous crowd at election 
headquarters Sunday. 

Crowds gathered in the streets 
and cheered passing trucks 
loaded with Callejas s upp orte rs . 
Gunshots fired in die air sounded 
in some neighbourhoods. 

“If the present trend continues, 
CaOejas will win,” said Jorge 
Roberto Maradiaga, treasurer of 
tiie r uling Liberal Patty, in a 
telephone interview. 

“The people will regret this. 
The oligarchy is coming back,” 
he added. 

In unofficial radio and televi- 
rion returns from about 45 per 
cent of precincts, CaOejas had 
443,287 votes, or about 50.2 per 
emit, to Liberal Carios Flores’ 
392,309. or about 44.5 per cent 

Official returns, modi slower 
in coming, showed a narrower 
lead for CaOejas. After announc- 
ing CaOejas had 44,538 votes to 
Flores’ 43,383, the electoral tri- 
bunal announced that its compu- 
ter had crashed and dosed for the 
night 

Minor parties took the rest of 
the vote. Only a plurality was 
needed to win. 

Election day was peaceful and 
officials placed the voter turnout 
at about 85 per cent People went 
to tire polls in flag-decked trucks, 
buses and cars and on foot and 
horseback. 

Tbe major issued in the cam- 
paign was a stagnant economy 
and unpopular incumbent Presi- 
dent Jose Azcona Hoyo’s weak- 
liberal government. Azcona, 
elected in 1985, Is barred by law 
from seeking another tern. 

Half a mimon refugees fleeing 
dvfl wars in neighbouring El Sal- 
vador and Nicaragua hare shar- 
pened economic problems that 
indude per capita income of only 
about $500 a year, high unem- 
ployment and inflation, and little 


If Callejas takes office for a 
four-year term on Jan. 27, it wifl 
mark the first transition of power 
to an opposition party since 1932. 
Sunday’s was also the nation’s 
third fore presidential election of 
the decade, after years of mfli t- 
axy-donunated rule. 

Callejas, 46, comes from a 
landowning family and was 
trained as an agricultural eco- 
nomist. Flores, 39, is publisher of 
La Tribuna, one of the nation’s 
leading newspapers. 


El Salvador suspends diplomatic 

ties with Nicaragua 


SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
(AP) — President Alfredo Cris- 
tiam has suspended diplomatic 
and commenoal relations with 
Nicaragua’s Soviet-backed gov- 
ernment to protest alleged 
weapons smuggling to leftist re- 
bels. 

Nicaragua denied involvement 
•in what the Salvadorean govern- 
ment said was an attempt to 
ly the rebels with two plane- 
of arms. 

Also Sunday, police arrested 
an American woman and said 
they confiscated 80,000 rounds of 
ammunition, explosives, detona- 
tors and grenades stored in her 
house and several other loca- 
tions. 

Cristiani announced the (h- 
plomatic move in a nationally 
televised address one day after 
military authorities discovered 
two light planes delivering 
weapons to tire rebel s fighting the 
U.S.-backed government. 

One plane crashed in eastern 
El Salvador and amty troops rec- 
overed mostly Soviet weapons, 
indndmg 25 shoulder-fired sur- 
face-to-air missiles. One of the* 
nwaaies was U.S.-made. Three 
crewmen (fled, and tire fourth 
committed suicide. 

The other plane a pp are ntly was 
able to unload its cargo after 
landing in tire southern part of 
foe country, but it was unable to 
take off either for lade of fuel or 
other reasons and was set on fire 
by its crew, which then fled. 

Three photo grap hers woe de- 
tained briefly by the military Sun- 


day when they went to photo- 
graph the plane. 

Juana Anderson of the Associ- 
ated Press, Dayna Smith of the 
Washington Post and Daymon 
Hartley of tiie Detroit Free ness 
all were held for not having per- 
mission to be in the zone of the 
plane. 

told a news confer- 
ence relations will remain sus- 
pended until Nfeangnan President 
Dapicl Ortega “stops in te rvening 
in El Salvador” or is ousted in 
national elections on Feb. 25. ■ 

Missiles and other weapons 
taken from tire wreckage of the 
plane that crashed were displayed 
at tire news conference. 

' As Crfafiani spoke, SOUIldS of 
renewed fighting — automatic 
weapons and exploding rockets 
— could be heard after a pause of 
several days. 

Later, ti re military pr plimu-H in 
a news release that an army pat- 
rol had sighted a group of guerril- 
las near a power t ransformer on 
the north west edge of tbe capital 
and helicopters and C-47 war- 
planes chased them as they fled 
up the slopes of San Salvador 
Volcano. 

The aircraft rocketed and 
strafed the area for several hours. 

In a statement issued in Man- 
agua, foe Nicaraguan govern- 
ment denied any connection with 
tire two planes. It quoted Foreign 
Minister Miguel d’Escoto as 
saying: “The Salvadorean gov- 
ernment should think about the 
seriousness erf tire declarations 
and actions that the news media 


axe attri b uti ng to them, and ab- 
ort tbe serious impheations in the 
regional peace process.” 

Tn Managua, Ortega said Sun- 
day it rives “honour and prid 
to the Nicaraguan peopfe that the 
government “of assassins of 
priests and religious workers” in 
El Salvador broke relations until 
Nicaragua. 

. He apparently was referring at 
least in part to tiie Nov. 16 
p ra m ea ciT e of 9X Jesuit pries! 
their cook and her daughter at a 
Roman Catholic Un ivers ity resi- 
dence. Other Jesuits at the school 
say witnesses saw army troops 
eater tire residence before the 
killings . The governm ent has de- 
nied responsibility. 

“We wiU demand that the in- 
ternational co mm u ni ty and the 
peoples of the world break rela- 
tions with this bloody and nnmfcx- 
ous government until they have 
punished the assassins of the 
priests and people of El Salva- 
dor,” he added. 

Both tbe United States and a 
succession of U.S. -supported 
gov ernments here have accused 
Nfeaxaeua's Sandhrista govern- 
ment of providing secret military 
assistance to tire guerrillas in their 
decade-old war for power. The 
Sanrtinfctas deny it. 

Saturday’s discovery of foe 
am i s shipments was the first con- 
crete evidence to back up the 
Salvadorean accusations. 

Cristiani called tire leaders of 
foe rebel Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front, or 
FMLN “p o p p ets of Communist 
aggression.” 



Sihanouk backs proposal to put 
Cambodia under U.N. trusteeship 


PEKING (AP) — Cambodian 
resistance leader Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk said Monday he' sup- 
ported' an Australian proposal 
under which rival governments in 
rmhoHia would be disbanded 
and tire war-tom nation be put 
under a United Nations trus- 
teeship. 

Sihanouk said at a news confer- 
ence that after the proposed trus- 
teeship was in {dace, he would be 
willing to see the tripartite gov- 
ernment he heads vacate its U.N. 
seat. 

But tire prince said he still 
prefers his own plan for a pro- 
visional quadripartite govern- 
ment ■ in which his three-party 
whkfo includes the Khmer 
5, would join with the Viet- 
nam-backed Hun Sen govern- 
ment in Phnom Penh. 

Vietnam has rejected that plan 
because of the factor Khmer 


»’s no consensus. There’s 
no way to get out of tire night- 
mare, and tire victim is foe 
Cambodian people,” Sihanouk 
said. “We have to come up with a 
new idea.” 

He said that as an alternative 


be would be willing to go along 
with a p ropo sa l by Australian 1 
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans 
that the rival governments be 
dismanlied and tire U.N. ove rse e, 
public affairs for a short period 
until U-N.-supervised general 
elections are held. 

Sihanouk said he expected that 
some Western nations, which 
have voiced strong reservations 
abort tire Khmer Rouge joining 
any interim government, will 
back tire p rop osals, but that tire 
Khmer Rouge and its key sojjpor- 
ter China would reject the idea. 

Sihanouk, a former Cambo- 
dian monarch and premier, re- 
sponded to Western criticisms 
that he had become an “accom- 
plice” of tire Khmer Rouge. 

“I don’t trust the Khmer 
Rouge. I know that the Khmer 
Rouge are capable of violating 
their promises,” he said. 

But he said that to expel the 
Khmer Rouge from any future 
provisional government, as sug- 
gested by France, the United 
States and others, “is to ensure 
tiie continuation of tire war. The 
best way to let the Khmer Rouge 
take power is to let foe war go 


on. 

Meanwhile Cambocfian guerril- 
las efaimed Monday they had 
dealt a serious blow to govern- 
ment fences by mtting the- main 
highway linking the national 
capital of Phnom Penh with two 
provincial capitals. 

The guerrillas blew up 13 
s tr a te g i c bridges last Saturday, 
witting off a 25-kflometre stretch 
of national Highway No. 6 in 
Kompong Thom province, said a 
spokesman for the forces of Siha- 
nouk. 

The road crosses tire entire 
country, r unning north west from 
Phnom Penh to tire Thai border 
and finking Phnom Penh with tire 
provincial capitals of Kompong 


Thom and Siem Reap. 

The spokesman, Ek 
Sereywafo, said an air route now 
was the gov ernm e nt ’s only way to 
send suppbes to Siem Reap, a 
town and a base 
nations for the 
major battlefields in the north 
west 

Ek said about 300 guexriflas 
attacke d tiie highway. 

The report oosld not be im- 
mediately co nfirm ed. 



Aquino says Marcos ally slipped in 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
President Corazon Aquino said 
Monday that Philippine diplo- 
mats in tire United States issued 
her archrival cousin a passport 
without her knowledge, enabling 
him to dip into tire country three 
years after be was banished. 

Eduardo “Danding” Cojuang- 
co, 54, <me of tire closest associ- 
ates of foe late President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos, slipped into the 
Ptrihppmes last Friday. He had 
been banished in tire 1986 upris- 
ing that propelled his fort cousin 
to foe jnreidency. ... 

Cojuangco told reporters 
Saturday he was issued a passport 
by the Philippine consulate in Los 
Angeles. Mrs. Aquino had can- 
celled her cousin’s - passport and 
those of foe Marcos family in 
1986 after they went into exile in 
tire United States. 

Mrs. Aquino told reporters she 
met Sunday with Foreign Secret- 
ary Rani Manglapns and the con- 
sul general from Los Angeles, 
Leonides Caday, to (fiscoss how 
Cojuangco obtained foe passports 

“Unfortunately, Secretary 
Manglapos was never informed 
that a passport was indeed issued 
to Danding Cojuangco,” she 


said. “The authority was issued, 
while Secretary Manglapos was 
out of tire country.” 

Mrs. Aquino said Manglapus 
accepted respo ns ibility for tiie 
oversight but that she had 
ordered a thorough investigation 
of tire incident. .. 

Cojuangco left tire Philippines 
in February 1986 abroad the same 
U.S. militaiy aircraft that carried 
Marcos into exile in Hawaii, 
where be died on Sept 28. Mrs. 
Aqumo has refused to allow Mar- 
•cos to be buried in tire Philip- 
pines and barred membera of his 
immediate family from returning. 

On Saturday, former solicitor 
Gen. Estelfto Mendoza showed 
reporters .a copy of a fetter from 
foe Department of Foreign 
Affairs dated Oct 19 saying Co- 
juangco and Ins family were free 
to apply for passports in Los 


tnglapns said the Los 
Angeles consulate issued the 
passport on Oct 26 after being 
informed by Manila that there 
was no formal ban against Co- 
juangco’s return. 

Cojuangco refused to say how 
he entered the country. Officials 
said his name <fid not appear on 


tiie manifests of flights arriving in 
Manila or the other int e r nati onal 
airport in Cebu. 

Pro-Marcos politicians have 
offered Cojuangco leadership of 
foe opposition to Mrs. Aquino. 
Cojuangco claims he warns to 
avoid politics so as to dear him- 
self of allegations that he helped 
Marcos embezzle bfifions of dol- 
lars during his 20-year a dminis - 
tration. 

On Monday, foe g over nm ent 
filed criminal charges against Co^ 
juangco with the anti-graft court, 
alleging he fronted for Marcos in 

the purchase of shares in two 
publishing companies. 

David Castro, an official of the 
Presidential Commission on 
Good Government, said tire gov- 
ernment had delayed filing cri- 
minal charges for fear Cojuangco 
might have insisted on his right tn 
return and defend himself 

“It might be used as an excuse 
(for returning) and we don’t Eke 
to be tbe cause for his c om i ng 
back,” Castro told reporters. 
"Well, he’s here now; It’s 
academic.” 

The Aquino administration 
had seized Coj 
and named him as a 
29 dvfl suits. 


s assets 
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Moscow’s Red Army under political attack 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
Red Army, officially touted as 
the brave defender of tbe mother- 
land, came under attack Sunday 
from a group that charged abuse, 
nepotism, haring and poor living 
conditions are ruining the troops. 

About 200 Soviets, some wear- 
ing gray wool army coats, hud- 
dled in as fey parking lot in south 
west Moscow for a demonstration 
sponsored by Shield, an organisa- 
tion formed last month to defend 
foe soldiers from foe army itself. 

“No to violence and cruelty in 
the USSR army,” demanded tbe 
banners held by protesters. “Life 
and health to foe soldier.” 


Tbe rally coindded with a cam- 
paign in the domestic media that 
has chipped away at tiie army’s 
privileged position, charging it is 
lagging behind perestr oi ka. Presi- 
dent M ikhail Gorbachev’s social 
reform programme. 

“The army is still in stagnation 
with corruption and nepotism,” 
Lt Vitaly G. Urazhetsev told the 
crowd. ‘The army is the 
today where conservative 
are concentrated.” 

He said perestroika could be 
doomed by a military coup en- 
gineered by “Brezhnev-era 
generals and marshals,” referring, 
to the rule of Leonid Brezhnev 


from 1964-1982. 

Maria I. Kirbasova, who mM 
she heads a committee of sol- 
die ts’ mo thers, told the crowd 
conscripts are afraid to speak out 
when they axe beaten or sexuaQy 
attacked. 

She also demanded that 
mothers be allowed to deliver 
food to their sons, who she said 
aregven just 1.60 roubles (S2.60) 
worth of food daily and receive a 
monthly salary of 7 roubles 
($11.34). 

But Vladimir Savostin, an 
officer at tire Lenin Military-Poli- 
tical Acade my , countered rha> 
tbe army makes boys into area 


and ready to be independent and 
hardworking after they are dis- 
charged. Soldiers have the frill 
rights of every, citizen to seek 
justice, he said. 

But the Soviet press has c art a 
different picture, highli rfih'ng 
such problems as: 

— Murders and torture of sol- 
diers. Lt. A. Shustov wrote in tire 
literary journal Zaamya in Au- 
gust that a soldier become 8 
“grandfather” in ins second year 
of service and takes an the role of 
a “teacher.” 

r~ A quarter of the soldiers 
dr afted this spring had ponce 
records. 


Baby Shamu 
celebrates -V 
flrst birthday 

SAN ANTONIO, Texm (A?%-4- 
A four-day party for B| 

ended with .tire kflterl _ 

tm girishnj g a. candle on her birth- 
day cake with .a. playful squirt; 
“We’ve bad a pretty exciting, 
weekend here with her^^saia 
Tbad Larinak, director o farinriai 
training for Sea World of Texas. 
“She’s quite a Ham.” The.li'Mfc" 
pound pOO-kflogrammo) whale, 
who turned one Sunday,.is.tite_ 
first Texas-bom kilter whale and 
the fifth bom in the United 
States. The otirezs were bom at 
foe Sea Worlds in ChHfoosfa-ar 
Florida. 

Santa doesn’t „ . •/ 
exist, book says 

TYSONS CORNER, Virginia 
(AP) — The Was hi ngt o n area’s 
largest shopping mall says: it 
goofed in allowing. Santa Oans~- 
to give kids a book that offers a 
rude awakening: Santa doesn’t 
exist. Tfs just so absnnL. foe 
irony of it,” said Linda Smyth; of 
Vienna, Virginia, a nurse who 

v^^Nid^ast w^krt^T^os 
Comer Centro. “Here’s Santa 
hawfing ort the one tiring saying 
he doesn't exist.” After, at feast 
one mother complained, officials 
at Tysons Comer Centro polled 
foe book “a pee- wee Christmas” 
from Santa’s sack and r eplaced i t 
with stickers and fingerprinting 
kits. “What can I say?” Tysons 
General Manager Jim Foster told, 
foe Washington Post Sanday. 
“We screwed up.” 

Youth’s science 
project Is . 
minicolllder 

DALLAS (AP) — White tire 
U.S . government struggles to be- 
gin construction on tire supercon- 
ducting super collider in Texas; a. 
16-year-old Texan has built two 
mimcoUiders in His garage, using 


rubber bands to help generate 
electricity. “Pre' heard of kids 


putting someforng togetfaer from 
a kit — brt this is something that 
required a lot ofxrotivatxon,” said 
Wenddl Chen, director of tire 
Centre for Acoderator Services 
and Technology at tire University 
of Texas at Arimgton. Sometimes 
called atom smahers, !. the 
accelerators, propel atoms 
together at great speeds anti foe’ 
tiny pieces of matter scattera^ by 
their collissions are studied by 
scientists trying to unlock secrets 
abort Jiatnre’s bufldmg Mocks. 
The 85-kflometre4ong super col- 
lider proposed for Waxahadne, 
Texas, try 1998 will use huge 
magnets to drive atomsaromid its 
oval path. Electrostatic ^ charges 
do tire job on John langrtdgeV 
122-centimetre model. Lan- 
gridge, who plans ajeareer as a 
phyacst, obtained much of his 
parte from small scientific com-, 
parries, but also has bad to impri* 
vise. “It was tough to finda belt 
to drive my electrostatic gener- 
ator, so I just used rubber 
bands,” he said. He estimatesfoe 
has spent $1,000 to bufld lns 
nrinicolliders. That’s abort $5 bil- 
lion less than it should cost to 
bold foe federal go vernm ent's- 
underground complex near Wax- 
ahachie. Lan gridge ’s parents 
were concerned when they disco- 
vered he would be using radioac- 
tive materials in some of his 
experiments in the garage. Some 
of the chemicals he works With, 
such as Cesium 137, emit radia- 
tion and must be handled with 
protective eq ui p ment . “At first, 
my parents were scared that I 
might expose myself to rafoatiem, 
but after they realised it .was 
contained and that I knew howto 
handle it, they were OK,” be 
said. Every time he walks into the 
garage to work with the accelera- 
tor, .he wears a radiation-level 
monitoring device to avoid pro- 
longed exposure. 
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